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R. & 1. Bank so that it will have a follow-
onh holding to develop after its East Ham-
ersley holdings run ouf. There will be
something like 2,500 blocks in the area.
Another is to examine the urban zones
to see whether there are some areas where
subdividers are doing nothing to get lots
onto the market; they are just waiting
for prices to rise. Here the improvement
pian machinery could be invoked.

Lastly, there 1s a request to consider
the effect of land tax on undeveloped
urban land to see whether this is inhibit-
ing project developers from putting more
lots onto the market.

I have one or two other thoughts on
this matter which I am conveying to the
Premier later this week, and possibly they
will be deslt with by Cabinet early next
week. I also expect the land and housing
committee’s recommendations to be handed
on to me for forwarding to the Premier,
50 members will see that no time at all
is belng lost.

We have no problem over land reserves,
as I have shown. The pinch In the pipe-
line is the erux of the matter, and it is
being tackled. The Government is pre-
pared to be quite ruthless in nipping in
the bud any recurrence of a land price
boom. Anyone who examines all the facfs
of the sltuation—not fust one, or the
prices and the availabllity of blocks—
will realise that we are in a healthy posi-
;ion; and we most certainly intend to keep
t so.

For those reasons I very much oppose
the motion which has been moved by the
Deputy Leader of the Opposltion.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr.
Mensaros.

House adjourned at 10.01 p.m.

Lenislative munril

Thursday, the 12th October, 1972

The PRESIDENT (The Hon. L. C. Diver)
took the Chair at 2.30 pm, and read
prayers.

QUESTIONS
Postponement

THE HON. W. F. WILLESEE (North-
East Metropolitan—Leader of the House)
[2.35 p.m.}: I ask leave of the House to
postpone questions on notice and questions
without notice until a later stage of the
sitting. I do not have the information avail-
able to answer the proposed question with-
out notice, but expect to recelve it later in
the afterncon.

The PRESIDENT: Leave Is granted.

[COUNCIL.]

LAW REFORM COMMISSION BILL
Third Reading

Bill read a third time, on motion by The
Hon. W. F. Willesee {(Leader of the House),
and returned to the Assembly with amend-
ments.

DAYLIGHT SAVYING BILL
Second Reading
Debate resumed from the 5th October,

THE HON. A F. GRIFFITH (North
Metropolitan—Leader of the Opposition)
(236 pm.l: On this occasion this Bill
comes to the Legislative Council from
another place with a request for our
concurrence. Such are the machinations of
politics that a Bill passed in the second
reading stage in this House last year and
defeated in Committee by the casting vote
of the Chairman is this year introduced
in angther place and then sent here to us,

I referred to the machinations of politics
because the same fate was not apparently
experienced by two Bills we debated yes-
terday afternocon—one a privafe member’s
Bill, and the other a Government Bill to
amend the Lotteries (Control) Act. For
some reason the Government decided to
present the latter Bill to this House for
the second time: but the legislation before
us was introduced in another place, the
object no doubt being to give members
there the opportunity to address them-
selves to the matter before it was dealt
with here.

It is strange that the Minister’s opening
remarks should read—

In view of an expression of surprise
by certain members of the Opposition
in another place that the Government
has made another eiffort to introduce
daylight saving legislation, I feel that
I should enumerate to this House the
steps that led up to such a decision
being arrived at. In actual fact the first
step in such & move was initiated by
a member of the Oppoesition in this
Chamber and I refer to The Hon. I. G.
Medcalf who moved a resolution—

Mr., Medcalf moved his motion in an
endeavour to be of some help and assis-
tance to the Government. As members are
aware the motion reads—

That in the light of recent experi-
ence of daylight saving in the Eastern
States and bearing in mind the varied
results and conclusions reached In
those States, this House is of the
opinfon that the Government should
arrange for a properly qualified com-
mittee of persons to report on the
likely effeets of daylight saving on
the Western Australian population
having regard for health, sociological,
climatic and meterological con-
slderations so that if some Eastern
States propose to reinstitute daylight
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saving next summer, the Government
may in the national interest of inter-
state trade, commerce and communi-
cations be in a position to produce
some authoritative evidence to support
a case for all States standardising on
a time adjustment which achieves an
acceptable compromise in view of vary-
ing time factors and conditions in
the several States.
Mr. Medealf made a very good speech in
support of his motion and explained to us
exactly what he meant by it Most
specifically, the honourable member was
seeking to accomplish what the last words
of his motion state; namely—

. . . if some of the States were to
reinstitute daylight saving that this
Committee should be in a position to
support a case for all States standard-
ising on a time.
As we all know the standardisation of
time is the real problem confronting us on
the western side of this continent. Every-
one is aware that the sun sets in each of
the States of the Commonweslth at differ-
ent; times.

The Government appointed the commit-
tee suggested by Mr. Medcalf and it was
certainly fairly representative. However,
I do not know whether the committee mis-
read the terms of reference hefore it, but
I have been unable to find anything what-
ever in the report indicating that the
committee attempted to receive evidence
in support of a case for the standardisa-
tion of time bhetween the States of
Australia.

Instead, the repert contains a summa-
tlon of what various people think and
what other States experienced in relation
to the introduction of daylight saving last
year. 'The report confalns one single
paragraph upon which, it would appear,
the decision to introduce this Bill has been
made. A comment appears on page 4 of
the report as follows:—

Taking all aspects into account, the
commiittee by a majority decision was
of the opinion that, on balance, day-
light saving should benefit the health
of Western Australia.

This is the only recommendation I can
find in the report. At the time I was asked
my views on the report, I said that, in my
humble opinion, it was slanted in favour
of the introduction of daylight saving.

The Hon. J. Heitman: That is for sure.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: I do not use
those words in a castigating manner,
though I cannot help but think of the
report in those terms.

I do not think it would have made any
difference what the committee found, be-
cause I believe the Govgmment was hell-
bent on imposing daylight saving upon
Western Australlans this coming summer.
I do not think the contents of the report
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would have made any difference, because
I believe the Bill would still have been
introduced.

I should like to turn for a moment or
two to a couple of items in the report.
I am sure all members have availed them-
selves of the opportunity to read the re-
port. Somewhere in this report there s
the statement that no evidence was taken
in the strict meaning of the word, but
submissions were received. The submis-
sions were in writing and apparently no
verbal evidence was taken. Is this the
case, Mr. Stubbs?

The Hon. R, H. C. Stubbs: I believe so.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH; The com-
mittee decided to insert advertisements in
hoth metropolitan and country newspapers
seeking written submissions on the subject.
The committee also obtained information
from the Eastern States. In response to
the publicity the committee received 63
submissions from organisations and 309
from individuals, Additionally, the Farm-
ers Weekly sought the signatures of those
opposed to daylight saving and 864 peaple
signified they were of this opinion. We
would hardly expect the Farmers' Union
to seek the opinions of those who were
in favour of daylight saving.

The Hon. J. Heitman: The union would
only appreach its members.

The Hon. A. F, GRIFFITH: Yes, it would
only approach its members, The Farmers’
Unicn knows that the introduction of
daylight saving will damage the industry
of the people it represents. It would
hardly be likely to go out and seek opinions
from people who want to join in an at-
tempt to damage that industry.

The Hon. T. O. Perry: They produce
the greatest part of the State’s wealth.

The Hon. A. F, GRIFFITH: 1 believe
they do.

~ The Hon. R. H. C. Stubbs: That inter-
g]ecbion is lost on me, because I did not
ear it.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: The Minister
ought to listen more attentively because
many of the comments which are made in
this way would improve his knowledge.

The Hon. R. H. C. Stubbs; My knowledge
dogs not need improving, but I wish my
hearing were better. I hear remarks in
the background, but I do not always catch
what is being said.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: The Minis-
ter has said that his knowledge does not
need improving. Mr. President, I may be
tempted to stray from the subject.

The Hon. J. Dolan: You will have others
straying from it, too.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: I am alarmed
to hear any member say that his knowledge
does not need improving.
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The Hon. R. H. C. Stubbs: After having
heard some of the members in this House,
I am gquite confident of being able to say
that.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: 1 always
remember the first job I held as a boy. Of
course, this was a fair while ago. I read
on the bookcase of the honourable gentle-
man for whom I was working a little axiom
sa¥ing, “Always remember, a man can
learn from his office boy.” At the time I
tried to teach him a thing or two, as youth
will.

I think I should refurn now to this im-
portant subject. The report is submiitted in
two parts. As I was saying, the committiee
decided to take evidence in the form of
written submissions, These came from the
Farmers' Union and, in fact, from all over
the place. The T.L.C. and a number of
woinen's organisations made written sub-
missions.

Tiwe report goes on to give the ecommit-
tee’s idea of what the submissions really
mean. Apparently the committee divided
up the submissions and then said—

On balance we think that daylight
saving should benefit the health of
Western Australia.

I still fail to find where the balance lies.
I have divided up the submissions, as the
Chief Secretary was good enough to make
them available to me.

Let us first consider the arguments
against daylight saving. A fair number of
these were received from shire councils, the
Country Party, parents and citizens’ assoc-
iations. branchies of the Farmers’ Union,
and the Festival of Perth. I am only
scanning througzh the report, but I think T
have given a fair smattering of the people
and organisations opposed to daylight sav-
ing.

The Hon. C. R. Abbey: Does the TL.C.
want daylight saving?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: No, that is
not the case, My, Abbey.

The Hon. C. R. Abbey: If you look at the
report you will see it does not.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: The com-
mittee, or somebody working for it, must
have divided up the ppinions. One is, “Day-
light saving: Faermers Weekly opposed.”
There follows the signatures of farmers on
what appears to be a kind of pro forma
which could be cut out of a newspaper.
Each one of these contains anything from
six to eight or from ten to one dozen signa-
tures. I now come to, "Daylight saving:
Individuals against.”” A large number of
signatures appear in this section of the
file. The next file is entitled, “Daylight
saving: Organisations for.”

The Hon. Clive Griffiths: Skimpy lookingy
file,

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: This lists
such organisations as the Western Austra-
lian Cricket Association, some individual

[COUNCIL.]

companies, the Stock Exchange, some pro-
gress associations, the Kununurra Progress
Association, and some shires., The next
file is entitled, “Individuals for.” This
file is not very thick. The last file is a copy
of the case against daylight saving by the
Motion Picture Exhibitors Association.

I put it to you, Sir, if the Government’s
decision were made according to the sub-
missions which were listed and put before
the ccmmittee, why is this Bill now hefore
trhe House? In one hand I hold the sub-
missions for daylight saving and in the
other I hold the submissions against day-
light saving. The cominittee supposedly
found on balance—I am out of balance
already, because I am weighed down by
the submissions of those opposed to day-
light saving.

The Hon. L. A. Logan: On account of
health?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: Well, the
committee said it would benefit the health
of the people of Western Australia.

The Hon, Clive Griffiths: Does the com-
mittee explain what it means by that?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: It would be
unfair for me to say it does not, but I have
not been able to find that it does.

The Hon. F. R. White: Doces the medical
fraternity make a statement that it will
benefit the health of the State?

The Hon. A. P. GRIFFITH: From mem-
ory, the Director of Public Health made a
statemsnt saying that he did not think
daylight savinzg would be detfrimental to
the health of the community. If members
intend to ask questions such as this, I will
have to refer to the file vather than answer
incorrectly.

The Hon. J. Heitman: You could ask the
Minister.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: Yes, I could.
The Government Astronomer—I do not
remember his name—

The Hon. J. Dolan: Harrls,

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: —put up
quite a good submission and in the end
said that there was an argument for and
an argument against daylight saving, His
own opinlon was that we should not intro-
duce 1t. However, I do not think we should
welgh this issue name by name. The
peocple who were against daylight saving
put in thelr submissions, and those who
were for it also put in submissions. When-
ever we appeal to people on an issue such
as this, we always hear from those who
are most voluble upon the point. Mr.
Claughton knows something of this because
in the past few weeks we have been in-
undated with a great deal of material
concerning his Bill. The people with the
more forceful ideas are the ones who give
voice to those ideas and obtain the most
publicity.
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The Hon. R. P. Claughton: You could
say that where the opinion was actively
sought we got answers. Where 1t was not,
we did not.

The Hon. A. . GRIFFITH: Whal is the
honourable member suggesting? Is he sug-
gesting that I sought opinions on daylight
saving?

The Hon. R. F. Claughton: No.

The Hon. A. P. GRIFFITH: Then what
is the honourable member suggesting?

The Hon. R. F. Claughton: The report
which you have seys thai the Parmers’
Union sought opinions against it.

The Hon. A, F. GRIFFITH: Of course it
did. I made that clear. I also went out
of my way to say that we could hardly
expect the Farmers' Unlon to seek an
opinion from those who did favour day-
Hght saving.

The Hon. R. F. Claughton: Say that
again?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: It is a bit
trying; I will go a little slower. I said
it would he unreasonable to expect the
Farmers' Union to seek opinions—

The Hon. R. F. Claughton: Why?

The Hon. A, F. GRIFFITH: The hon-
ourable member knows the rest of it, does
he?

The Hon. R. P. Claughton: No.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: It would be
unreasonable to expect the Fammers'
Union to seek an oplnion from those in
favour of daylight saving.

The Hon. R. F. Claughton: Why?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: For the
simple reason that the farmers know day-
light saving is likely to Injure thelr in-
dustry.

The Hon. D. K. Dans:
injure the Industry?

The Hon. R. F. Claughton: The Farmers'
Union sought opinions on this question
and 1t received 864 submissions from the
entire farming community.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: I am sure
you will agree, Sir, that Mr. Claughton
is able to make his own speech. He usually
jumps up before the Ministers and de-
fends them or his Government. Perhaps
he will do so on this occaslon.

In Western Australia we have had the
experience of belng without daylight sav-
ing for a year whilst it was in operation
in the Fastern States., Some of us have
tried to find out from the peaple in favour
of daylight saving how the community
has suffered as a result of this, As an indi-
vidual I did not suffer; it did not affect
me. In fact, the last time a similar Bill
was before the House, I said daylieht sav-
ing would not affect me personally. How-
ever, it is not our job to think selfishly

How would it
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of the result to ourselves; it is our job
to think of the benefit or otherwise that
could accrue to the community.

After the experience was over and the
other States had resumed thelr normal
times, certaln questions were asked. What
;vasgthe result? Was there any financial
0857

In another piace the Leader of the Op-
position posed some questions to the
Premier. He asked the Premier whether
he was prepared to advise what the cost
had been to the State, to industry, to
commerce, and to financlal institutions last
year as a result of our not having daylight
saving. I will read the extraordinary
answer to that question. It says, “See
answer to (3)." Part (3) of the question
read as follows:—

Was the Government's decision in
favour of daylight saving based on the
Committee's report and recommenda-
tions or was it influenced by other in-
formation and submissions?

The answer was as follows:—

The decision was based on the Com-
mittee's report.

The decision would only have been based
on the committee’s report if, taking all
aspects into account, the comimittee, by a
majority decision, was of the opinion that
on halance it was a good idea to have
daylight saving, I have not been able to
obtain information of anybody suffering
financially in Western Australia.

The Hon. R. H. C. Stubbs: I have it now.
I did not have it at the time. I will tell
vou later.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: The Chief
Secretary has the information now?

The Hon. R. H. C. Stubbs: Yes.

The Hon. Clive Griffiths: You should tell
us.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: The time
to have told us was during the second
reading speech on the Bill, or are we to
have another bleeding session?

The Hon. R. H. C. Stubbs: I did not have
the mformation at the time and I did
not want to comment because I did not
have the facts straight.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: I am de-
lighled to knrow that for once the Chief
Secretary has the facts straight.

The Hon. R. H. C, Stubbs: I do not
think you are being fair there. I always
endeavour to have the facts straight.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: The Min-
ister should give such information to the
House during his second reading speech.
A Minister is not permitted to introduce
new material in reply.

The Hon. R, H. C. Stubbs: I have seen
it happen here very often.
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The Hon. A. P, GRIFFITH: If you, Mr.
President, were to stop the Chief Secretary
from introducing new material, we would
never Know about it

The Hon. R. H. C. Stubbs: You will know
about it.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: 1 am very
glad. I received a letter from one organisa-
tion telling me of its financial loss. I hope
the company concerned will not mind my
reading this letter to the House. It is
addressed to me and says—

We should not let this moment pass
without bringing to your attention the
disastrous effects on our Industry
which will most certainly be associated
with the advent of Daylight Saving
in this State.

Cyril Cornish Theatre Ads is the
exclusive Screen Advertising Con-
tractor to 81 Theatres and Drive-Ins
in this State and our Circuit includes
Theatres and Drive-Ins operating in
and around the Perth City and Metro-
politan areas as well as the Country.
As such, we can be regarded as the
leading Screen Contractor in this
State.

The very thought of daylight saving,
has caused an extremely detrimental
Advertiser re-action to our medium,
particularly in regard to the more im-
portant Western Australian Advertiser
who regards Screen Advertising as an
unnecessary risk and prefers to
channe!l their appropriation to other
media.

Arising out of the controversy
relating to the possibility of Daylight
Saving last year, this Company was
affected to such an extent that a
situation was created where a loss of
no less than $25,000 was incurred,
thereby resulting in the necessity for
substantial Staff reductions.

Since preparation and planning of
advertising expenditure is normally
decided upon during the July/August
period, last year's 1oss of Revenue was
subsequently irretrievable and of course
this year, with a similar situation pre-
vailing, the position has been ag-
gravated.

The Hon. D. K, Dans: Do they substan-
tiate the statement as to what the loss of
revenue is due?

The Hon. A. F. GRTFFITH: It was
associated with the problems of daylight
saving being introduced. Their business
apparently continued on an even keel until
there was the imminent danger of daylight
saving being introduced.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: That is only sup-
position; I would like to know for sure.

The Hon. Clive Griffiths: Their clients
would say so.

(COUNCIL.)

The Hon. D. K. Dans: Without your
assistance, Mr. Griffiths, I asked the
Leader of the Opposition whether they
were able to substantiate the statement.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: If I may
be permitted to interject for a moment I
will let the honourable member know. I
will, however, first complete the letter I
am reading, after which I will answer the
honourable member's question. The letter
continues—

It is unfortunate but inevitable that
the only way this Company has to
combat a reduced volume of sales is
by a reduction in expenses, which in
turn means disposing with Staff,
thereby aggravating the current unem-
ployment situation.

This Company is of West Australian
origin, wholly and solely owned and
operated by West Australians, without
any other means of acquiring revenue.
It is therefore essential that in order
for us to retain our present identity
and level of employment, that the Day~
light Saving Bill be defeated.

In conclusion, it is our belief that
this state of affalrs is indicative of
the situation which prevails with the
other Screen Advertising Contractors
in this State.

Yours faithfully,
Cyril Cornish Theatre-Ads Pty. Ltd.
R. 8. PRIDE,
General Manager,

I got halfway through answering Mr. Dans'
fguestion. These people with the imminent
threat of daylight saving being introduced
apparently found they would lose $25,000
in their business transactions. What other
possible reason could they give for losing
$25,000. because they have not lost this
amount in previous years?

The Hon. D. K. Dans: Is there not g
general recession in the economy?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: With this
Government in office, there certainly is.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: That is not fair;
the recession is Australin-wide and you
know it.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: 1 know it is
bretty bad. How far am I permitted to
continue on this aspect, Mr. President?

The Hon. D, K, Dans: As far as you like.
The PRESIDENT: Order!

The Hon. A, F. GRIFFITH: I think the
honourable member knows that the reces-
sion s pretty bad, although there has been
some renewed confidence lately. It is bad
enough for there to be serious problems of
unemployment. but this unemployment will
be acecentuated if daylight saving is intro-
duced, because the motion picture industry
employs a considerable number of people
and its members feel that if daylight sav-
ing is intraduced there will be wholesale
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unemployment in the industry. What rea-
son could there be for this unemployment
in the motion picture industry other than
the possible introduction of daylight sav-
ing?

The Hon. D. K. Dans: I like things to be
proved; I would like them to be more
definite.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: I think it
will be for the honourable member to get
up and prove the reverse. Let him tell
Cyril Cornish Theatre-Ads why the in-
dustry should not lose $25,000.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: I merely want
them to substantiate the fact that they
have lost $25,000.

The Hon. V. J. Ferry:; Did you investi-
gate it?

The Hon. D. K. Dans: I am not doubting
that they lost it; I merely want to be sure
that they lost it because of daylight saving.

The Hon. A, F. GRIFFITH: I feel sure
that when the honourable member gets
up to speak you, Sir, will tell him that

he has already spoken on a number of
occaslons.

The PRESIDENT: Order!

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: This letter
has been written to me and I accept it
in good faith.

The PRESIDENT: Order! I suggest the
Leader of the Opposition address his re-
marks to the Chair rather than to the
honourable member from whom he is
attracting so much attention,

The Hon. A, F. GRIFFITH: I was en-
deavouring to do just that, Mr. President,
but, as you know, members will not stop
interjecting. As I have sgid, this letter
was written in good faith—and I am pre-
pared to accept in the same spirit—in an
endeavour to convey to me, as Leader of
the Opposition in this Chambher, the ex-
perience which this particular company
had and the reasons it gives for its finan-
cial loss., I do not think there is any
necessity for me to be called upon to prove
anything beyond that point. The first
letter to which I have referred was dated
the 10th Octoher, and the one which I am
about to read Is addressed to me and is
dated the 11th October. It states—

During the second readilng of the
Bill for the Introduction of Daylight
Saving the Hon, Mr. Stubbs inferred
that the Motlon Picture Industry in
other States felt no effect on Cinema
business during the perlod of Daylight
Saving. We strongly refute this state-
ment and through the Annual Report
to Shareholders of the Greater Union
Organisation Pty. Ltd. submitted by
Mr. Norman B. Rydge, Jnr,, Chalrman
of Directors, an extract of which Is
hereunder gquoted, we feel the Hon.
Minister has no true evidence to sup-
port his opinion. I quote the extract,
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“I mentioned in last year's re-
port that we then faced the intro-
duction of daylight saving during
the summer months and that we
could not then forecast the effect
it would have on our business.
Preclse measurement of the effect
is impossible In this type of busl-
ness where the relative popularity
of the programs presented re-
mains the prime factor governing
attendances. Our experience from
the 1971/72 summer is that day-
light saving has been responsible
for a definite decline in attend-
ances at drive-in theatres, but
again measurement is impaired by
non-comparable weather condi-
tlons which In this last summer
were more favourable to us overall
than in 1970/71.”

Yours faithfully,
A. A. Stiles,
General Mansger.

The Hon. R. F. Claughton: What State
was that from?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: I wish the
honourable member would listen. Tt was
an extract from a statement made by
Norman B. Rydge (Jnr), Chairman of
Directors of the Greater Union Organisa-
tion Pty. Litd.

The Hon. R. F. Claughton: To which
State was it referring?

The Hon. A. I, GRIFFITH: I do not
know whether it refers to any particular
State. We do know, of course, that
in the Eastern States the sun sets earlier
than it does here. I think when it is 8.00
p.m. here—which Is the normal time we
commence our period of darkness—then
it is about 7.00 p.m. or 7.30 p.m. in Sydney.

The Hon. J. Deolan: You mesan under
daylight saving?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: Yes, under
our time.

The Hon. J. Deolan: They are much later
than us.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: In other
words the sun sets earlier in Sydney than
it does in Western Australia.

The Hon., L. A. Logen: We have 35
minutes from daylight saving.

The Hon, A. F. GRIFFITH: That is
right; which means that so far as the
motion picture industry there is concerned
it is an advantage because it does not have
to wait so long for darkness,

The Hon. D, K. Dans;
South Australia?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: The posi-
tion in South Australia is almost parallel
with that of Western Australia.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: I thought you

might have had some correspondence from
there.

What about
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The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: The Presi-
dent has directed members not to interject.

The Hon. R, F. Claughton: If the time
concept suits the industry better I wonder
why there are fewer drive-in theatres in
the Eastern States than in Western
Australia.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: That re-
matk is so extraordinary that I will not
spend any time on it. It is quite obvious
that the climate of Western Australia
lengds itself more to drive-in theatres than
does the weather in Sydney or Melbourne.
I wonder whether the honourable member
has been to a drive-in theatre when it
is raining!

The Hon. R PF. Claughton: In other
words, the weather and not the time is
the factor.

The Hon. A. P. GRIFFITH: Of course,
in this instance the weather is the time.
A person does not go to a drive-in theatre
in broad daylight.

The Hon. R. F. Claughton: You said it
was the weather and not the time.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: The hon-
ourable member knows what I have said.
If he is trying to place another interpre-
tation on my remarks that is his affair.
Be that as it may, the motion picture in-
dustry feels quite certain as a resulit of
experience in the Eastern States that it
will suffer very greatly from the introduc-
tion of daylight saving. One might say
that is unproven; and so far as Western
Australia is concerned it is unproven., How-
ever, I feel in the interests of this industry,
its employees, and the many thousands of
people to whom the industry provides
entertainment, that we should not be
obliced to take the risk. It has heen
indicated to us that a great deal of un-
employment is likely to result from the
introduction of daylight saving.

It all adds up te this gquery: What did
the committee appointed by the Govern-
ment find out? It certainly discovered
quite a number of factors, but I do not
kncw why it did not direct its efforts to
the particular matter it was requested to
inquire into. Some months ago, Mr. Med-
calf, in speaking to his motion said it was
important that the States of Australia
should reach a point where time utilisa-
tion was adopted to better advantage,
that the time should not be broadened,
and that we should arrive at some stan-
dardisation of time. I cannot find any
evidence that the committee appointed by
the Government has given any considera-
tion to this factor, and it iz a very
important one.

We are told that we must adopt day-
light saving, because the financial institu-
tions have suffered and will in the future
suffer losses, but nobody has been able to
tell us in what manner they have suffered

losses.

[COUNCIL.)

The Hon, V. J. Ferry: That has not been
proven at all.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: From the
replies given to questions asked in Parlia-
ment, it is revealed that no reliance at
all can be placed on the claim that
financial losses have been sustained. I
think in this question the attitude of the
trade union movement is important.

The Hon. G. W, Berry: How many
peaple dees that movement represent?

The Hon. A, ¥, GRIFFITH: I refer to
page 8 of the report which I mentioned
earlier. It states that only two submissions
were made by the trade union organisations
and both were opposed fo the introduction
of daylight saving., It further states that
the Trades and Labor Council indicated
that after a lengthy discussion with 86
unions it has been overwhelmingly decided
that the council be not in favour of any
disturbance to existing local time. The
report started off by saying only two sub-
missions were made by trade unions, but
then it went on to say that those two
submissions represented the views of 86
trade unions,

I can imagine the plight of a persan
working in the building industry who now
commences work between 7.00 and 7.30
a.m. This person prohably leaves home
between 6.00 and 6.15 a.m.; and gets up
at 5.30 a.m, or thereabout to prepare him-
self for work., Purthermore, his wife has
to rise at the same time to prepare his
lunch.

Under daylight saving such a worker
will have to get up at 4.30 a.m., and he will
return home an hour earlier in the after-
noon., I can well imagine the incon-
venience that will be caused not only to
the person concerned but to his children.
No-one can cenvince me that small child-
ren are prepared fo go to bed earlier in
the evening just because their fathers and
mothers have to get up an hour earlier in
the morning. I am sure that the mothers
will not be able to put the children to bed
an hour earlier. To suggest this is to
tell a fairy tale. The true fact is that with
daylight saving the children will rise
earlier and they will go to bed later.

The Hon. G. W. Berry: They will be
cranky.

The Hon, A. F, GRIFFITH: Of course, I
knaow that, and I am sure every member
in the House knows that to be so. Many
members in this Chamber have younger
families than I have., I am now a grand-
father, and if I had some time to spare I
would tell members about my grand-
children!

The Hon. L. A. Logan: You have only
one.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: The honour-
able member is not up with the times,

The Hon. L. A, Logan: Then you must
have two by now.
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The Hon, A, F, GRIFFITH: I certainly
believe that the introduction of daylight
saving will interfere with the domestic lives
of the people. This is quite apart from
anything one could say about the inter-
ference to any particular industry. I have
said this before: probably the only reason
1 keep on mentioning the motion picture
industry is that this body has taken the
trouble to put up a good case.

The Hon, L. D. Elliott: Hear, hear!

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: Did the
honourable member say, “Hear, hear"?
That industry has submitted reasons for its
opposition to daylight saving. It has in-
dicated that it will suffer, and its em-
ployees will become unemployed. I think
we should take heed of that submission.

The rural industry has told us the same
type of thing, and has indicated how day-
light saving will interfere not only with the
domestic life but also the working life of
the people in the country. The trade
union movement has told us the same
thing.

The submissions against daylight sav-
ing have been overwhelmingly greater in
number than those in favour of it. De-
spite this the Government continues dog-
gedly with its intention to introduce day-
light saving. It does not pay heed to the
views of its own members who will be af-
fected by this innovation, but n¢ doubt
they will still vote for the Bill because it
is a Government measure,

I am sorry to have to say this, but I
have witnessed this in recent times. I
would like to be able to sit down and
hear members on the Government side tell
us what they really feel about the intro-
duction of daylight saving--not what they
will do when the division bells are rung,
but what they really feel about it.

The Hen, R. Thompson: I can tell you
now. From my experlence in the war years
and in Tasmanig I am in complete agree-
ment with the introduction of daylight
saving.

The Hon. J. Heitman: You had better go
back to Tasmania.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: All right,
that is good. Mr. Ron Thompson will he
able to make his speech—which he usuzally
does—Tfully convinced and with great con-
viction because the subject he espouses
will be one in which he believes. I think
that is jolly good and I hope everyone
else will do the same.

As far as I am concerned, nothing has
been presented to make me change my
mind. People who have asked me whether
I intended to support daylight saving this
yvear have been left with no uncertain
mind. I have said, “No, I am not vaoting for
daylicht saving bhecause I see nothing
different.”
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It was hoped the Government would
produce something as a result of the find-
ings of the special committee which was
set up. However, apart from giving the
expressions of opinion on how the system
worked in the Eastern States, and apart
from the expressions of opinien which I
enumerated as a result of the submissions
made, it produced nothing.

If the Government had decided, on
balance, whether or nat to introduce day-
light saving legislation as a result of the
submissions which the committee received
—measutred in strength for and against--
this Bill would not be here this afternoon.
Of that I am quite sure.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: What has led the
Leader of the Opposition to that sug-
gestion?

The PRESIDENT: Order! I direct my
attention to the honourable member who
has interjected and ask him to make notes.
He will have an opportunity to make his
own speech.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: Thank you,
Mr. President. I think Mr. Dans ought to
be very grateful to you.

I have almost reached the end of my
remarks on this Bill. I think it is im-
portant that people understand the in-
dividual points of view of myself and the
members of my party. I cannot tell mem-
bers what the ultimate result of the Bill
will be. Some members of my party will
vote for the Bill and some will voie against
it. I repeaf: I cannot say with any degree
of accuracy what the result of the vote
will be when it is taken. However, so far
as I am concerned, I have no feeling in my
heart to change my mind. I do not think
the introduction of daylight saving will be
to the benefit of the people of Western
Australia, as the Government claims it
will. Therefore I propose to cast my vote
f_gainst the second reading of the legisia-
ion.

THE HON. L. A. LOGAN (Upper West)
[3.23 p.m.): Despite the plea made by the
Minister when he introduced this measure,
I do not intend to change my mind on
this very important matter. I intend to
make some comments on the second read-
ing speech of the Minister when he intro-
duced this measure. I think the Minister
should question the person who obtained
the information for him because that in-
formation is not according to fact.

First of all, I will deal with that part of
the Minister's speech where he mentioned
the special committee which was set up as
a result of a motion moved by Mr. Medcalf
last year. Members will recall that on the
occasion that Mr, Medcalf moved his
motion I said T thought the commitiee
should eonsist of members of this Cham-
ber, and not of people from outside. The
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Minister now confirms that what I sug-
gested was right, because in his second
reading speech he said—

The Government did not seek recom-
mendations, because it felt that it was
the duty of Parliament to make up its
own mind about such a scheme on
evidence produced to it.

I venture to say that had this Chamber
set up a commitiee to deal with the
question of daylight saving the report
would have been entirely different from
that which was presented. To think that
a committee consisting of so many people
could make only one recommendation—
and that only in regard to health—was a
pretty poor effort.

Mr. Dans interjected and wanted to
know why the Leader of the Opposition
thought there was a majority against day-
light saving as a resuilt of the submissions
made. Well, the Minister has admitted that
this is the position.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: That is right.

The Hon. L. A. LOGAN: The submissions
to the committee were three to one against
daylight saving and the Minister admitted
that. I think that answers the question
raised by Mr. Dans, As far as I am con-
cerned, personally, I believe I represent
the views of 85 per cent. of the voters in
my province when I oppose this measure.
That would be a pretty fair estimate. The
Minister went on to say—

The final step that led up to the
decision was Cabinet’s consideration
of firstly the committee of inquiry’s
report, and secondly, my report of
the State Ministers’ conference.

If the Minister had taken any notice of
the submissions made to the committee
surely his recommendation to Cabinet
must have been against daylight saving ar_;d
not for it. However, the Minister has said
that because of the report he recommended
to Cabinet that daylight saving should be
introduced. The recommendation should
have been the reverse. Just because the
Minister attended a ministerial conference
in the Eastern States, where daylight sav-
ing was supported, that was no resson for
him to support it as far as this State was
concerned. The Minlster went on to say—
. . . It was felt that Western Aus-
tralia could not cope Indefinitely with
an increased time differential of three
hours.

The Minister did not tell us why Western
Australia could not cope, even though we
were able to cope on the last occasion. 1
would say that 90 per cent. of the people in
Western Australia did not have a clue as
to when daylight saving started in the
Eastern States and when it finished. So
how can the Minister tell us that we could
not cope indefinitely. He went on to say—

. . . this caused many hardships to
quite a large number of people.

[COUNCIL.}

Again, there was no evidence to support
the statement that a large number of
people were inconvenienced. On the con-
trary, ang based on the evidence submitted
to the committee, I think it can be said
that hardship will be created for a large
number of people if this Bill is passed. The
Minister further went on—
. .. it is the Government's desire to
implement daylight saving for a year
of trial in order that we may be in a
position to make a balanced judgment,
I do not think it is necessary to have a
year or two of trial in order to make &
balanced judgment.

I suggest those who are not old enough,
or who are too old, to appreciate the
period of trial which we have already ex-
perienced, would not want to go through a
trial. I happen to be one of those who
experienced a balanced trial. I have four
children and T know what the result was,
and so does my wife. The Minister said
that the times were not normal. However,
times were normal as far as Western Aus-
tralia and the children were concerned.
Daylight saving had a very serious effect
upon them when trying to get them up in
the morning and to bed at night. There-
fore, some of us have had experience on
which we can debate this measure.

The Minister went on to say—

. . . both opponents and supporters of
daylight saving have been guilty of
making some extravagant claims to
support their cases.

I believe that is quite true, but on reading
the evidence and taking note of some of
the dire consequences we were told would
cceur if daylight saving were not intro-
duced last year, I think the supporters of
daylight saving stretched their imagina-
tion somewhat. 1 will refer to that later
when I deal with the Country Party's sub-
mission to the committee. The Minister
continued—

Extravagant as they may appear,
the only way they can be judged to be
sound or false, however, is by prac-
tical experience; in other words, by
a trial period.

We had the trial period when the Eastern
States adjusted their time to daylight sav-
ing. All the dire predictions that were made
last year proved to be false. There is no
need to give it any further trial. We know
what went on.

Some extraordinary statements are made
in the speech, such as this one—

Of course this is exceedingly tmpor-
tant as, unless daylight saving is going
to expose people to the sun in the
critical hours, I fail to see how it can
be claimed that it will have a detri-
mental effect on the eyes and the skin,

I do not know wha wrote this speech but
does he realise that every Saturday after-
noon during the trial period bowlers in
Western Australia will go onto the green
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ane hour earlier—at one o'clock instead of
at two o'clock? Will that not expose them
to the sun and to another hour of the
worst heat? Midweek bowlers will be going
out onto the green an hour earlier and will
be exposed to ancther hour of hot sun
when it is at its hottest. Women bowlers
some of whom bowl twice a week, will be
exposed to another hour of hot sun. I
remind the Minister that many hundreds
of men of mature nge who play bowls will
not be able to stand up to that extra hour
of hot sun.

The Hon, 8. J. Dellar: Will it take them
an hour longer to play the game?

The Hon. L. A. LOGAN: They will be on
the green during an extra hour of heat
from one o'clock to two o'clock instead of
playing between two o'clock and five
o'clock. That extra hour is vital as far as
sun on the skin is concerned. I have
heard some of the elderly men say that if
daylight saving comes in they will give up
bowls. That is only one section of the
community, but I think it is a rather im-
portant one. The Minister spoke about
the health of the community and the pre-
vention of coronary disease. I believe that
playing bowls has given an added lease of
life to these men, but exposure to another
hour of the worst heat of the day will not
extend their life span; it will shorten it.

The Minister almost repeated that state-
ment when he said—

Once again, there is no tie-up with
dayiight saving angd exposure ag a
change of hours cannot expose workers
to more time in the critical hours and
it certainly cannot lengthen the long
hours of heat.

I think it will be appreciated that on a
very hot day it is much better to be out in
the sun between four o'clock and five
o'clock than between one o’clock and two
o'clock. Therefore, one must be exposed
to extra heat because, at the present time,
the heat starts to wane at four o’clock but
between one o'clock and two o'clock it is
at its worst,

As regards schools, the Minister quoted
the following statement by a spokesman of
a medical organisation:—

I know of no ill effects upon the
health of any child or adult from day-
light saving; on the contrary daylight
saving can provide additional oppor-
tunity to enhance the physical health
of the community.

He went on to say that statement “in-
fluenced the Government to the same con-
clusion as the majority of the committee,
who felt that on balance daylight saving
should benefit the health of the people of
Western Australia."

1 have alraady spoken about the children.
T do not believe it will not harm children
to have to get up one hour earlier in the
morning in order to catch the school bus,
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or to have to travel home one hour earlier
in the afternoon, generally in the hotiest
part of the day.

It has been said that it may be possible
for the schools to stagger their hours. The
person who wrote the Minister's speech
does not know anything about schools and
school buses. That is cbvious. I know of
cases where the children in a family attend
three different schools and have to travel
to school in school buses, If it is left to
the schools to change their hours, one
school might not change at all, one might
change by an hour, and anhother might go
haliway and change by half an hour.

In the case of the family I have just
mentioned, one child could be required to
go to school an hour earlier while another
hangs around tewn or somewhere else for
an hour until his school starts; then in the
afternoon the first child would finish school
an hour earlier and have to hang arocund
for an hour until the other one came out
of sechool. This is the sort of stupid situa-
tion which will arise and which we are told
in the Minister’s speech will be all right.
What about giving some thought to those
children and their families? The Labor
Party says it represents those people. It
just would not have a clue.

The Minister says daylight saving will
enable husbands to spend an extra hour
with their familles when they come home
from work. In the majority of cases the
wife and mother will be home with the
children all right but she will be on her
own for the extra hour., There is no argu-
ment about that., Members should have
a look at the results of the poll conducted
by The West Australion or one of the
other newspapers. Do members know who
suggested daylight saving should be intro-
duced? It was those who want to make a
fast buck; young people between the ages
of 16 and 20 years who have no responsi-
bilities; and those who wish to play
sport. Those are the people who want
daylight saving.

No thought was given to the women and
children; no thought was glven to the
women cleaners who rise at 5.00 a.m,. to
go to their cleaning jobs in offices; and
who will have to rise at 4.00 a.m. if day-
light saving Is adopted.

The Hon. A. P, Griffith: T think it might
be a leisure measure!

The Hon. L. A. LOGAN: No thought was
given to those who work at the markets
and who are the lfeblood of the com-
munity. They are all opposed to day-
light saving. No thought whatsoever was
given to the market gardeners. Instead
thought was glven only to those I have
enumerated.

The Hon. R. Thompson: Which market
gardeners are opposed to daylight saving?

The Hon. L. A. LOGAN: Mr. Ron
Thompson should go to the markets and
find out. The market gardeners there will
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tell him. I went there myself and that is
what I was told.

The Hon. N. McNeill: The Potato Grow-
ers Assoclation.

The Hon. L. A. LOGAN: It is not only
the Potato Growers Association; all those
at the markets will tell Mr. Ron Thomb-
son that they do not want daylight saving.
I think it would be an education for some
members were they to go to the markeis
in the early hours of the morning. They
would then appreciate at what hour such
people commence work. TUnder dayllght
saving they will he required to start an
hour earller. But no consideration at all
was had for them.

The Hon. R. Thompsen: Do you know
what? I don't think you know what you
are talking about.

The Hon. L. A. LOGAN: Mr. Ron
Thompson should go to the markets and
find out for himself.

The Hon. R. Thompson: You do not
know,

The Hon. L. A. LOGAN: I was down
there last week. Was the honourable
member there?

The PRESIDENT: Order!

The Hon, R. Thompson: I have been
there thousands of times; I am not just
a one-time visitor. I represent many of
these people.

The Hon. L. A. LOGAN: 1 visited the
markets last week and that is the infor-
mation I received. Mr. Ron Thompson can
piease himself what he does about it.

I would like to read the submission made
by the Country Party to the committee of
inquiry because I think it should be re-
corded in Hansard, It is quite a concise
submission, and it reads as follows:—

When the Daylight Savings Bill
was introduced in 1971 without any
demand from the general public, the
Minister said the main reason for the
proposal of the legislation in Western
Australia was that Victoria, New South
Wales, Queensland and South Austra-
lia were each taking similar action.

This In itself was no valld reason
which, in effect, was to conform
by time adjustment rather than day-
light saving.

Mention was made of possible losses
by the R. & I. Bank on the short
term money market; questlons
answered by the Hon. Premier can-
not justify the claim as no definite or
specific instance of pecuniary loss
could be given.

International time differences
around the world do not interfere with
money transactlons or market oppor-
tunities.

Whilst some small loss may have
been made in the first few days, bus-
iness quickly adapted itself and

[COUNCIL.]

whereas a few people were incon-
venienced by starting earlier, many
thousands were not.

We were threatened with confusion
over telephonic communications be-
cause of the three hour difference;
this did not eventuate.

The wool buyers said that the Al-
bany Wool Sales would be drastically
effected even to the extent of waol
sales ceasing in Albany. Waool sales
were held as usual with a general
increase in values.

The Chamber of Manufacturers said
that Western Australia would be held
in 111 repute and would lose reputation
and standing, indeed Indicate a lack
of maturity; this statement has been
proved to be unwarranted and ill-
founded.

The statement that Eastern State's
offices are closed for business between
1 p.m. and 2 p.m. is not correct in a
genera) sense, this could apply in a few
instances,

I do not know of any worth-while business
either in the Eastern States or in Western
Australia which closes its office between
the hours of one and two. The submission
continues—

It should be fairly obvious there
are more Eastern States people doing
business with W.A. than W.A. with the
Eastern States.

The 3 hour difference gave Western
Australian business, commerce and ex-
porters an advantage on g@verseas
transactions, and indications are that
Western Australia gained meore than
it lost in this regard.

If members look at a map of the world
they will find the Asian continent is along-
side Australia and they will readily appre-
ciate that we are not bothered by the time
difference. The submission continues—
A decision on adjustment of times
should not be made for monetary con-
siderations only but the effect it has
on all sections of the community,

That is the crux of my argument. To
continue—

In this regard the country school
children travelling on school buses
would be considerably inconvenienced.
Those now leaving home at 6.45 a.m.
would need to leave at 545 a.m. They
would also be returning home during
the hotter part of the day.

Children will not go to bed one hour
earlier and therefore lese ane hour's
sleep, and this is the most valuable
part of the day when they can sleep
in comfort and not troubled by the
heat.

From our investigations in New
South Wales and Queensland, the
many letters received indicate the
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difficulty the mothers had in endeav-
ouring to get the children to adjust.
Others stated that they were obliged
to spend another hour in the house be-
cause of the children.

We found that those in favour were
those who generally get home from
work in the dusk or dark, those who
wanted to go to the beach or play
golf or howls, and the younger people
with no ties; in the overall, taking
into consideration the population,
these are a minority.

It is pertinent to point out that
Queensland, which has more in com-
mon with Western Australia, have
stated they will not introduce day-
light saving this year; four month’s
experience was enough., It is also
significant that the Northern Terrltory
never altered their time at all.

The extra daylight and the less
cloud formation we have in Western
Australia compared to Victoria or New
South Wales, means that we have not
the same problem and in this regard
no adjustment is necessary or war-
ranted.

Sitting suspended from 347 to 4.02 p.m.

The Hon. L. A, LOGAN: Before the
suspension I had completed a submission
the Country Party had made to the com-
mittee. I do not intend to deal with the
side of the argument relating to the
maotion picture industry, because The Hon,

and effectively.

However, ane letter by way of a sub-
mission was addressed to Mr. C. W. Camp-
bell, the Chairman of the Daylight Saving
Committee of Inquiry, by Mr. J. P. White,
of 4 Brockman Avenue, Dalkeith, which I
think is worth quoting to the House. It
reads as follows;—

In response to your Committee's
advertised invitation, I submit the
following aspects for consideration.

Perth is situated 11550 East:
Sydney, 151.12 East. The diflerence,
359.22°, is large and physical. It
cannot be brideed or reduced by an
Act or a Regulation.

W.A’s population of 1,000,000—the
great majority of which lives on the
same approximate longitude as that
of Perth, should not be subjected to
the manipulation of its natural hours
of living by the further artificial ad-
vancing of the clock. (Even the pre-
sent 22 minutes is itself an unneces-
sary manipulation of a population
principally situated North-South
along a continental western coast
which faces an empiy ocean),

The proportion of the Western Aus-
tralian business community which
might be genuinely and seriously dis-
advantaged by this State's not follow-
ifng the south-eastern States into

Daylight Saving Time would be very
small indeed and could not conceiv-
ably be held to justify the proposed
further manipulation of the lives of
the people of this State by the intro-
duct’on here of a further one hour
of so-called Daylight Saving,

It was clearly demonstrated between
November 1971 and February 1972
that the increase from two hours to
three hours in the time-difference
between W.A. and the eastern States
as a result of Daylizht Saving over
there had little effect on this State or
on the other States or on the Com-
monwealth as & whole.

The argument, supported by claims
of reduced interest earnings by cer-
tain financial institutions on over-
night balances invested in the short-
term money market, carries very little
weight in the Daylight Savings con-
text. The prime cause of such reduc-
tion in earnings was the huge in-flow
of averseas funds seeking accommoda-
tion on the short term money market,
resulting in major falls in the daily
interest rates offering. 'This situation
was set out very clearly in an article
on the subject which appeared in the
10th November 1971 issue of the
“Australian Financial Review”.

The continental United States of
America—a  sophisticated financial
and economic society—with (as in
Australia) the financial power situ-
ated chiefly on its eastern seaboard,
does not find it necessary to adjust
the lives of its population on its west
coast to the times in use on its east
coast in order to effect its business
and other national transactions satis-
factorily.

Perth is situated 32.00 South.
Sydney is 33.53 South—almost two
degrees further south—which places
Sydney at a point equivalent to one
between Cape Naturaliste and Cape
Leeuwin, where the climate is notice-
ably milder than that of Perth, 1In
turn, Adelaide, Canberra and Mel-
bourne are situate on latitudes south
of that of Sydney. The gveat bulk of
the populations of those States rro-
posing to continue with Daylight
Saving therefore live and work in
latitudes well south of that in which
the vast majority of West Australians
live and work.

The majority of W.A's population
lives to the west of wide arid areas—
sometimes deserts. In the months of
high summer, these arid areas gener-
ate extreme heat which can be ecarried
through the populated areas during
periods of sustained easterly winds.

With the first sustained heatwave
during Daylight Saving (if introduced
here} those who have forgotten—or
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who, being new arrivals, have not yet
learned—will have cause to regret
(and resent) the introduction of Day-
light Saving.

The last hour of sunlight in high-
semmer is a drawback to our other-
wise excellent climate. To increase it
by another hour would be un-
warranted and avoidable interference
with our environment and way of life.
Few people can fail to look forward
to sundown from 6 p.m. onwards, on
a mid-summer day.

The argument which speaks of an
extra hour of daylight for outdoor
leisure is spurious. The vast majority
of people, men and women and chil-
dren, are necessarily house-bound—
usually in a hot suburb—at that
period of the day and are looking for-
ward to the relief of darkness.

1 thought that letter was very well framed
and considered it worth reading to the
House. It supports just about everything
I have said, which I do not intend to reiter-
ate. I have expressed my views befare in
this House, and I have repeated them again
today.

I do not know how many members of my
party intend to speak, but they have told
me, in no uncertain terms, that they do not
intend to agree to this legislation.

THE HON, W. R. WITHERS (North)
[4.09 p.m.]): On Wednesday, the 6th Octo-
ber, 1971, I expressed my views on this
subject and these may be found recorded
on pages 1867 to 1869 of Hansard, Volu_me
191. At that time I expressed appreciation
of the problems that may be faced by those
affected by daylight saving. In particular,
1 mentioned the farming community, and
also those engaged in the motion picture
industry.

I pointed out there are weaknesses in the
Standard Times Act of 1895 which was
enacted for standard time on the 120°
eastern meridian. I went on to explain
that this catered for a small group of
southern people, because there was only a
small eroup of southern people in the State
at that particular time. The number of
people who did not reside in the southern
section and the eastern goldflelds of the
State was, of course, very small by com-
parison.

I went on to point out that the State was
far too large for any one standard time;
that is, if we wish to keep everyone happy.
1 submitted my reasons then, and I feel
that now I should quote some of the sun-
rise and sunset times that are comparative
in the north of this State, measured
against the times in Perth or the metro-
politan area. I mentioned this fact in my
previous speech, but I now feel that these
times should be incorperated in Hansard
so that people can compare the one with
the other., These times are quoted in 2400
clock time, and are listed against the 30th
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of each month with the exception of Feb-
rueary, which will be shown as the 28ih
February. The first time I will quote will
be sunrise for Perth and the second will Le
sunrise for East Kimberley. The third
time will be sunset for Perth, and the
fourth will be sunset for East Kimberley.
The times are as follows:—

CURRENT WESTERN AUSTRALIAN STANDARD TIME

PERTH EAST KIMBERLEY

Date Sunrise Sunget sunrise Sunset
30 Jan. 0539 1921 0514 1800
28 Feb, 08035 1854 0524 1748
30 Mar 0626 1816 0529 1727
30 April 0048 1741 0534 1703
30 May 0707 1721 0543 1701
30 June 0718 1723 0550 1705
30 July 0708 1738 0547 1714
30 Aug. 08338 1768 0531 1718
30 Sept. 0558 1817 0507 1721
30 Qet, 0522 1840 0140 1727
30 Nov. 0504 1907 0444 1740
30 Dec. 0512 1926 0456 1750

So if any member has copied down that
table he will find that in the East Kim-
berley a picture theatre can start at 6.00
p.m. under the present time system, but,
like everywhere else, the pictures com-
mence at approximately 7.30 or 7.45 p.m.,
the reason being that when a person knocks
off work it gives him time to go home and
relax a little; to get showered and
changed hefore he attends the movies, if
that happens to be his pattern of life.

Because they exist on the same pattern
adopted by those in the ecity, they go to
the pictures rather late in summertime,
but it is roughly the same clock time, But
what is the situation at the conclusion of
the pictures? These people go home—just
as they would if they were living in the
city—and then retire to bed. However in
the morning they get up at sunrise to start
work because they live in a very hot
climate. If they get up any later than sun-
rise the temperature is over 38°C. If we
compare their situation with that of people
living in the city who may be leading the
same kind of life, we find they would go
to the picture theatre and leave it at the
same comparative sun time as they would
in the north, which means they would
remain at the picture theatre until 2.0
a.m. They would then get up at the normal
time in the morning to go to work, I am
sure that if city folk did this they would
feel rather jaded in the rmorning: but this
is the situation in the north.

T have just indicated that the State as
a whole has a problem but I now wish to
demonstrate that the North Province alone
has a problem involving time because the
lstate and my particular province is so
arge,

. The eastern extremity of the North Pro-
vince is on the Northern Territory border;
its sputh-eastern corner is near the junc-
tion of the Northern Territory-South Aus-
tralian border; the western edge is aprox-
imately 100 miles west of Perth: while the
southern edge of the province is approxim-
ately 1,000 miles north of Perth. The
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north-west edge is only 350 miles from
Indonesia. Members can readily realise
that in that one province alone a time
problem 1s experienced.

Some people in the west of my province
will bhe disadvantaged by daylight saving,
but the majority of the people in the entire
province are disadvantaged under the
existing situation.

In order that I might fairly represent
my province and do the right thing by the
State, I advised all the shires within my
provinge that the previous representations
to me had indicated that I should vote for
daylight saving. Only one shire has advised
me that it is against daylight saving, and
that is the Roebourne Shire which Is ope-
rating under 2 commissioner who has a
small advisory committee. However, the
advisory committee is not an elected body
like a council and the targest town in the
shire is not even represented on it. Con-
sequently I do not think that, with all due
respect to the commissioner and his advi-
sory commiitee, the opinion of the com-
missioner is a fair indication of an elected
body bhecause the committee is not an
elected body. Consequently I must accept
the commissioner’s word, but I cannot
allow it to sway me when I consider all
the other shires whichh have advised me
that they are in agreement with daylight
saving.

For the reasons expressed it is my duty
to my province to vote for this Bill.

THE HON. 1. G. MEDCALF (Metropali-
lait) [4.20 p.n.Jj: I consider I should com-
ment on this Bill because, as the Chief
Secretary and Mr, Griffith have already
mentioned, it was at my instigation the
Government agreed {o appoint a committee
to report on daylight saving.

The Chief Secretary was kind enough to
make available to me a copy of the report
as soon as it came to hand and I have
therefore been able to study it closely and
examine its import. I must confess I was
one of those to whom the Chief Secretary
alluded as being a little disappointed that
the report contained no recommendations.
However, on closer examination I agree
with the Chief Secretary that we did not
in fact ask the committee for any recom-
mendations and therefore I suppose it was
in order in not submitting any. The Chief
Secretary said—

No rccommendations were recorded
and this appeared to upset certain
members, but it did not upset the Gov-
ernment as no recommendations were
required.

That, of course, is correct. The motion
which this House passed did not in so many
words ask the committee for any recom-
mendations.

Eefore I submitted the motion to the
House I considered it very carefully and 1
hoped that as a result of the deliberations
of the committee sufficient background
information would be submitted to enable
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the Government in the national interest
of interstate trade, commerce, and com-
munications to produce some evidence to
sustain a case for the standardisation of
daylight saving throughout Australia in
some more palatable form than the way
envisaged.

The Hon. J. Heitman: Are you interested
in the daylight saving side of it or the time
lag?

The Hon. I. G. MEDCALF: 1 was prim-
arily interested in the time lag because of
its effect on Interstate trade, commerce,
and communications. To further elaborate
on the answer to the guestion asked by
Mr. Heitman, I must say that I made it
clear in the debates on this subject last
session that I thought two principal
elements were involved—one being the
time difference and the other belng what
we might call daylight saving proper. So
two separate arguments really exist, but
my prime concern throughout has been
with the first; that is, the time difference
as it affects the Interests of Interstate
trade, commerce, and communications.

The motion requested that this back-
ground information be made avallable so
that a case could be submitted for stan-
dardisation of daylight saving, if possible,
as against the rather haphazard result it
appeared we would experience this sum-
mer.

It will be recalled that in the past we
have always had three time zones in Aus-
tralla—the eastern zone, the central zone,
and the western zohe. When It was 12
noon in Perth it was 1.30 p.m. in Adelaide
and 2.00 p.m. In the Eastern States. How-
ever, last summer we had four time zones
so that when it was 12 noon in Perth it
was 2.30 p.m. In Adelaide, three o'clock
in New South Wales, Victoria and
Queensland, and yet a different time in
the Northern Territory.

My concern at the time the House
passed my motion was that we might not
have three or four time zones this sum-
mer, but five. We could have one time
zone for Western Australia, another for
the Northern Territory, another for
Adelaide, yet another for Victorla, New
South Wales, and Tasmanila, and a iqifth
for Queensland. This still appears as a
distinct possibility and wculd make the
difficulties of trade, commerce, and com-
munications more acute than they would
otherwise be.

What I am saying, I hope, is reasonably
factual; and I am rather critical of the
way In which the Eastern States, of their
own volition and without consulting any-
one but themselves, declded to institute
daylight saving, because I belleve this is
a national matter which deserves a
national approach. As I mentioned on the
last occasion we discussed this matter, after
72 years of Federation I would have ex-
pected a better result. However, New
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South Wales consuited only the inferests
of that State, and Victoria consulted only
the interests of its State. I do not believe
that was reaily quite good enough for those
two senior States.

I may be accused of belng an idealist,
but I do believe that with the many inter-
ests the people of New South Wales and
Victoria have in trade with the otker
States, most of which is in favour of New
South Wales and Victorla, the Govern-
ments of those States could have made
a better attempt to co-operate with the
other States, but particularly with
Queensland and Western Australia. How-
ever, It is not my business or cur business;
it is thelr business, Nevertheless if 1s un-
fortunate that a selfish attitude has been
adopted by the States in this matter in-
stead of an attempt being made to co-
cperate.

The reason for my moving the motion
to which the Chief Secretary has alluded
was to endeavour to obtain some factual
evidence which the Chief Secretary could
submit at an interstate conference to indi-
cate the situatlon and problems in Western
Australia. In this way the States could
have been asked not to merely consider
accentuating the time difference by an
extra hour, but to devise some means
whereby we might standardise our condi-
tions.

I think I suggested that perhaps half
an hour’s saving could be given considera-
tion provided 1t were done on an ail-
Australian basis. I am not suggesting that
would have been the solution, but It ap-
peared to me that a committee of experts
might be able to guide us and the Chlef
Secretary to the right sclution.

With all due deference to both the Chief
Secretary and Mr. Logan I cannot quite
agree that this was primarily a matter for
a committee of this Parliament. I am well
aware of the fact that in the final analysis
Parliament must have the say and
make the decision, as it must on all matters
which come within its jurisdiction. How-
ever, I do not believe a committee of this
Parliament would have produced the most
desirable or most informed opinion from
the point of view of health, meteorological,
climatic, and sociplogical eonsiderations.

Again with all due deference to the
committee appointed by the Chief Secret-
ary, 1 am disappointed in the report,
hecause I do not believe the Government
or Parliament has been given an adequate
amount of background material or evidence
on which to base a case for some kind of
national approach to this topic.

In any event, I do not believe any
national approach has been made from
any quarter whatsoever. As I have said,
I read with great interest the copy of the
report which the Minister gave me as
soon as it was available. I was unable to
find in the report any evidence which
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could be used by the Minister or the Gov-
ernment with a view to making a case for
standardisation of time.

I can well believe the committee ex-
perienced great difficulties, I am not being
personal in my reference to the committee.
I believe it experienced great difficulties
because so many people expressed different
points of view. I would be the last to
criticise a committee—when the evidence
before it was so conflicting—for not reach-
ing a unanimous decision. I am not sug-
gesting it could have reached one. How-
ever, I do suggest that if the committee
could not find sufficient material on which
to give the Government the evidence asked
for in the motion, it should have said so0.

The Hon. A. F, Griffith: That is right.

The Hon. I. G. MEDCALF: I think the
committee should have said, “We have
considered the points in the Legislative
Council motion and have come to the
conclusion that we are unable to obtain
evidence that there should be a case for
the States to standardise on a time ad-
justment as requested by the Legislative
Counecil.” I think the committee should
have said this if, in fact, this was its
conclusion,

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: I do not think
the committee tackled that prablem.

The Hon. I. G. MEDCALF: The com-
mittee does not appear to have tackled
it. In any event I was disappointed with
the committee’s report when 1 read it. It
would be futile to say that I was not, The
Minister knows I was disappointed and I
think other members, too, were disap-
pointed.

When I say I was disappointed, I am not
criticising the ecommittee; I am saying I
think it could have done a better job.
Members can take that as criticism if they
like, but I am ecertainly not eriticising the
bona fides or the intentions of the commit-
tee. Had the report been given to me, I
would have given it back and said, “Get
back inside; lock the doors; and stay there
until you produce a better report.”

I merely wish to say now that I am still
of the same mind as I was previously. I
believe that, in the interests of trade, com-
merce, and communications, this State
cannot afford to be left cut on a limb as far
as dayligsht saving is concerned. I am
referring entirely to the time differential
question. I do not believe the Eastern
States will worry about us; in fact, this
has been demonstrated. Therefore, I be-
lieve that in the present economic state of
Western Australtia, we would act wisely by
cominz into line on this question. For
these reasons, I intend to support the Bill.

THE HON. R. J. L. WILLIAXMS (Metro-
politan) [4.33 p.m.1: I shall be brief in my
comments, but I have twe points I wish to
make. I listened with interest to M.
Arthur Griffith when he said that members
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should be honest in what they say in this
House and in what they really think on
this issue.

Let me say right from the start that
personally I am opposed to daylight sav-
ing. Probably I have lived under daylight
saving for longer than any other member
in the House. I lived under it for 32 years
and sometimes the interval of davlight sav-
ing was one hour and sometimes it was
two hours. Daylight saving was introduced
in England for good economic reasons and,
of course, the climate there is different
from what it is here. Even in a different
climate I was not endeared io daylight
saving as such. I think it is unnatural. 1
think the adjustment at the end of the
daylight saving time does not make
a great deal of difference. However,
at the same time I can remember a
great deal of trouble in getting infants—
I am not talking of children, but infants—
off to sleep at night. Obviocusly, the prob-
lem will be aggravated in Western
Australia because of the different tempera-
tures.

The question of air pollution is one fea-
ture of the report{ tabled by the Chief
Secretary which would cause me, person-
ally, to vote against daylight saving. I
think it is as well for me to tell the House
that this part of the report is a definite
reality. It is known that in the sumimer
months of Perth there is such a thing as
temperature inversion which is fairly com-
mon in the mornings. This temperature
inversion—or layer which occurs at ap-
proximately 1,000 feet or less—has ihe
effect of putting a blanket over the city.
The early morning pollutants are trapped
at that layer and a brown stain, as it
were, appears over the city.

When this brown stain appears there
will be letters written to the Press, tele-
phone calls to the Environmental Protec-
tion Authority, and an outecry from the
populace. There always is. The stain is
caused by the early meorning pollutants
from factories and industries, which have
started up, being trapped in the air, Pojlu-
tants from bushfires and the like are also
trapped. The brown stain will last for at
least another hour if daylight saving is
introduced.

As the report states, the introduction
of daylight saving would not mean that
there will be more pollution, but the
existing pollution will become more
apparent. The inverse layer does not dis-
perse until the temperature reaches a
certain point. Alternatively, it can disperse
with wind movement. As we know, there is
not a great deal of wind in the summer
months in Western Australia. Possibly the
stain couid hang over the city until after
11.00 a.m.

I have used this illustration, Mr. Presi-
dent, to indicate that personally I would
not vote for daylight saving under these
circumstances. However, let me say that
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I have not been elected to Parliament to
represent myself. 1 have been elected to
represent my constituents. From the rep-
resentations which have been made to me
from time to time, the people in my elec-
torate, by and large, feel that daylight
saving should be introduced and Western
Australia brought into line with the other
States of Australia. They have given pre-
cisely the same reasons—those of trade,
commerce, and industry—which my learned
colleague, My, Medcalf, has just mentioned.

Scant attention is paid to Western Aus-
tralia by the other States. On these grounds
alone, I feel we must go along with day-
lisht saving.

There is one other ground which I would
point out to the opponents of the measure.
A member would have to he over 45 and
have a good memory to remember accu-
rately the daylight saving experiments held
in Western Australia previously. I believe
these experiments were conducted in the
40s.

The Hon. J, Heitman: It is all rvight for
a young fellow like you.

The Hon. R. J. L. WILLIAMS: This is
exactly my point, and Mr. Heitman has
stated it very well for me. The older gene-
ration—and in saying this I am referring
to people whao are over 50—would accu-
rately remember what occurred at that
time, but the bulk of the population, par-
ticularly the age group from 18 to 35,
would have no memory of it at all. Even if
they counld recall it, their recollections
would be extremely dim because they waould
have been children or infants at the time.

The Hon. 8. T, J. Thompson: It was
held over a different peried and it was not
in the summer.

The Hon. R. J. L. WILLIAMS: Fair
enough; it was not in the summer.
By the same token, what I am about
to say may have some effect. I think
Western Australin  should try daylight
saving. The people would then have a
better idea and would be able to make a
far beiter judgment than they can at the
moment, In fact, when one asks the man
in the street whether he wants daylight
saving, he shows very iittle enthusiasm—
about as much enthusiasm as he would
show if he were asked his opinion about
going to the moon unaided. The bulk of the
population is not interested in this ques-
tion. Naturally, these are certain factions.
If we ask them their views, they invari-
ably say they could not care less one way
or the other, because it does not affect
them.

Last summer we had the experiment in
reverse and I think that during the coming
summer we should experiment with the
rest of the States of Australia. Then we
can say to the people, “You have had a
taste of daylight saving. What do you
think?"
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It is at this stage that I sugegest we
could weigh in the balance the two files—
those for and those against—presented by
the Chief Secretary. As Mr. Arthur Grif-
fith pointed out, no group is quite so voci-
ferous on any public question as that
which is anti-something. Always the voci-
ferous minority organise themselves info
protest groups. We will see this in another
debate on legislation to be discussed in the
future. There are always those who are for
something as well as those who are against,
but the anti-party is always hetter orga-
nised, because it has something about
which to protest.

We chould be honest about this and try
an experiment. We should give the people
a chance to make up their own minds.
There hzs been talk about sport, extra
leisure time, and many other factors.
However these remarks discount the loss
to the theatres, to advertising revenue, etc.

However, people only make up their
minds after they have experienced some-
thing. We live in an age today—goodness
knows, we are all aware of this—where
the word of our generation is no longer
accepted. It is useless for anyone to stand
up and advocate something unless he is
prepared to back it up with proof. That
is one of the local ills which bedevils
our society today.

In fairmess to the people of this State,
let them try daylight saving for them-
selves and let them come back to us with
their views next year. Had the Government
introduced a measure which it intended
to place on the Statute book for all time,
I would have opposed the Bill. As it is,
the Government has said that the measure
is only for a trial period. I will go along
with that trial period, although I, per-
sonally, dislike daylight saving intensely.

As I have said, members in my electorate
feel that daylight saving is desirable. I
have been elected to Parliament to express
their views. Other members, too, express
the views of the members of their elect-
orates and not their own personal opinions.

Honestly and sincerely, I feel we should
give the people the opportunity to try
daylight saving on this occasion. Let
them have the actual experience of it and
then let them express their feelings in
favour of the issue or protest against it,
as they will. Under those circumstances, I
will support the Bill.

THE HON. V. J. FERRY (South West)
(4.43p.m.1: I respect the views of mem-
bers who have contributed to the debate,
but I feel I must express myself as I see
the matter.

The measure is called, “The Daylight
Saving Bill.” The name itself is not a true
reflection of its importance, I believe,
because it has been pointed out that the
main area of difficulty lles with the time
differential between Western Australia
and the other States of Australia.

[COUNCIL.}

I am yet to be convinced that we need
daylieht saving in Western Australia. I
am the first to admit that there are areas
of difficulty in connection with business
enterprises and some areas of difficulty—I
emphasise the word “some*”—in connection
with the financial world in this State in
relation to its counterpart in some of the
Eastern States.

I believe the experiment of last summer
was 8 fair and just one. In fact, we con-
ducted our experiment by remaining, as is
usual, on standard time. I am not con-
vinced that the areas of difficulty which
arose were sufficient to warrant any
change in the situation.

The Minister, when he introduced the
measure in this House, gave us certain
information, but I was a little distwrbed
to hear him intimate today, by way of in-
terjection, that he has some further in-
formation to give to the Chamber,

I de not believe the Government should
introduce a measure without giving the
House the fullest possible information. If
the Government is not satisfied that it has
a complete case, it should withhold the
introduction of the legislation until such
time as it has all the facts avatlable.

The Hon. L. A. Logan: This legislation
has already been through another House.

The Hon. V. J. FERRY: I am fully con-
scious of that fact, and also that we are
debating the issue for a second time in
this Chamber. It is not good enough for
members to be asked to make a sound
judgment on the facts before the House
and then for the Minister to have the
privilege, if I may put it that way, to in-
troduce fresh material which could have
been made available at the oufset. I de
not appreciate this approach to the legis-
lation. In fact, I am very disappointed at
the way it has been handled. I do not say
that for myself, but for the whole of West-
ern Australia, Whatever may happen to
this legislation, every person in the State
will be affected.

If the Government wishes to go off half
cocked, I do not believe this Chamber
should give the Government the support
it desires on some occasions. The report
compiled by the committee of inguiry is
an interesting document—interesting for
its lack of information rather than for the
information made avallable to us on
which to base a proper assessment,

I teok the trouble to peruse a number
of submissions made by many people and
organisations from all over Western Aus-
tralin. I was rather surprised at the large
number of people residing in the metro-
politan area who expressed an opinion
against daylight saving. I am quite aware
that most country people do not favour
daylight saving as their views have been
made known on a number of occasions.
However, I was indeed surprised@ at the
number of submissions against daylight
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saving from people who reside in the met-
ropolitan area. Yet the Government is not
convinced that it is in the interests of the
State to remain on standard time.

I submit that very little fresh evidence,
if any, has come to light since we last de-
bated this issue some 12 months ago.
Reference has been made to the cost to
the community in many areas. 1 have
already said tha{ some business enter-
prises will undoubtedly be disadvantaged
if daylight saving is not introduced. How-
ever, I believe they are in the minority
and on halance—a phrase which has been
used before in this debate—the great
weight of opinion is against altering the
clock. I realise that difficulties have arisen
in the short-term money market but I do
ng}: believe the difficulties are insurmount-
able.

I have spoken personally to a number

of people engaged in the building
industry, plumbers, painters, carpenters,
bricklayers, and others. The majority

of these people are not particularly
happy with the prospect of daylight sav-
ing, and in fact, the committee’s report
referred to this. The Hon. A, F, Griffith
mentioned the fact that the Trades and
Labor Council said its members were not
in favour of daylight saving, and my own
personal inquiries have substantiated this.
Many people throughout the length and
breadth of Western Australia are involved
in the building industry and would there-
fore be adversely affected.

Ornie industry which has been mentioned,
and justly so, is the motion picture indus-
try. This industry did not just dream up
the apinion that it would be disadvantaged
in the event of daylight saving being in-
troduced in this State. In this context we
must bear in mind that on many occasions
the Government has expounded the view
that it wishes to encourage decentralisa-
tion.

We are particularly fortunate in West-
ern Australia because a large number of
drive-in theatres have been established in
country distriets as well as the metro-
politan area. I believe I am correct in
saying that the people of Western Aus-
tralia have the advantage of being able
to enjoy entertainment in open-air drive-
in theatres to a greater extent than is the
case in any other State of the Common-
wealth. It is no accident that we have
more drive-in theatres than any other
State, but this has come about for a num-
ber of reasons, the first being our geo-
graphical situation. We are a very large
State and people enjoy having this
sort of entertainment within thelr own
local communities without having to $ravel
large distances.

The next reason is our climate. It has
already been mentioned that our climate is
very suitable for this type of entertain-
ment. The third reason is that a number
of local authorities have assisted the estab-
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lishment and development of drive-in
theatres in many country districts. A de-
liberate policy was foliowed to bring
amenities to the people to enable them to
enjoy the comforts of this type of enter-
tainment. 1 believe I am also correct in
saying that the standard of drive-in
theatres established in this State is as good
as, if not better than, similar establish-
ments in the other States. This has been
made possible very largely as a result of
the interest taken in this industry by local
authorities in different areas.

This is one avenue of deceniralisation—
decentralisation of entertainment ameni-
ties for the people. We must also bear in
mind that many people are employed in
these drive-in theatres, and we do not
want to close any avenues of employment
in country areas.

I do not have the exact figure with me,
but I believe that during last summer.
when daylight saving was in operation in
the Eastern States, a very large company
operating drive-in theatres there had a
downturn of something like 11 per ¢ent. in
its turnover for the summer period. This
has been accurately assessed. Ynfortun-
ately I do net have the figures here 1o
substantiate this but—

The Hon. R. F. Claughton: Which State
is this?

The Hon. V. J. FERRY: I believe this
particular company operated in the three
States where daylight saving was in force.
I do not have the figures, but I believe the
rompany suffere@ a downturn of 11 per
cent.

The Hon. R. H. C, Stubbs: You just took
me to task for not having proof. Now you
are saying you do not have proof.

The Hon. V. J. FERRY: I have admitted
it. I leave it to members to make their
own assessment.

The Hon. A, F. Griffith: The Minister
hears what he wants to hear.

The Hon. V. J. FERRY: He is here right
now, but he probably wishes he were not.

The Hon. R. H. C. Stubbs: I can hear any
member who speaks up.

The Hon. V. J. FERRY: The effect of
daylight saving on country children has
been mentioned many times but I feel it
is worth repeating. Country school child-
ren will indeed he disadvantaged in the
event of the intreduction of daylight sav-
ing. I will not repeat all the arguments as
they have been fully canvassed.

Another factor which I find very per-
plexinz is the Government's attitude to the
legislation. We are accustomed to hearing
a constant bleat about the state of our
economy—the lack of funds for this and
that, the inability to build a hospital here
or provide classrooms there. I do not deny
the fact that funds are always tight, no
matter which party occupies the Treasury
benches. We have spoken about substan-
tiating statements, and in this regard it is
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interesting to note that the Chief Secretary
has supplied us with one fact by the way of
answer to a question. On the 5th October,
I asked the Chief Secretary the following
question:—

In the event of daylight saving being
adopted in Western Australia for the
peried from the 29th October, 1872, to
the 4th March, 1973—

ta} what is the estimated additional
cost to the Forests Department;

The Chief Secretary replied—
Approximately $40,000.

It is anticipated that the cost to the For-
ests Department will be $40,000 if daylight
saving is introduced over the proposed
four-month period. Here is a department
which will be directly disadvantage if this
measure becomes law,

I have been very closely associated with
the workings of the Forests Department
since T have been privileged to represent
the south-west part of the State. I greatly
admire the work of this department. It
provides emplovment opportunities in
country districts, and plays & very import-
ant role in the economy of our State. Why
should this department he disadvantaged
to the extent of 840,000?7 I then asked the
Chief Secretary—

How is this fipure arrived at?
He replied—

Increased costs will be almost en-
tirely due to overtime payments
incurred on prescribed burning and
fire suppression and due to additional
{ime for which crews must be stood
by in preparedness for fire suppres-
slon.

Preseribed  burning and wildfire
cceurrence are inflexibly related to
sglar time and added costs will be
directly proportional to the extra hour
per day when crews must be paid
overtime or stood by for fire opera-
tions.

it will be appreciated that the officers of
the Forests Department and its employees
are not governed in their woark by the
hands of the clock. They are governed by
the weather conditions prevailing on any
particular day. From my personal know-
ledge of the operations of this department,
and from discussions with the men en-
gaged in this work, I know the men's attl-
tude to it. They do not enjoy fighting
fires—it is a most hazardous and exhaust-
ing occupation. Daylight saving will add
an hour's work every day for these men
throughout the whole summer period be-
cause they must be in a state of pre-
paredness {or an exira hour, Bushfires
can occur on 8 hot summer's day as early
as § o'clock in the morning. Any member
who has had the misfortune to observe or
to help to controt a forest fire will readily
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understand the feelings of the men con-
cerned. Human lives may be at stake and,
in fact, lives have been lost In the sup-
pression of wildfires, as fires are calisd
in forest country,

Admittedly, the employees of the Forests
Department will be paid overtime, but I
am sure that the men would prefer to
spend the time with their families on the
beach, or following some other activity.
However, If daylight saving is introduced,
tlhey will be required to work this over-
time,

Members may well ask: How did the
Forests Department arrive at this figure
of 540.000? The Chief Secretary's answer
to this question was as follows:—

The estimate of added costs Is based
on averages of past expenditure which
vary widely from year to year.

Naturally the costs of this department
niust vary widely from year to year, be-
cause, as I mentioned earlier, fire suppres-
sion is dependent upon prevailing weather
conditions. No-one is able to predict
whether we will have a cool, wet summer
or a hat, dry one. If we have & hot, dry
summer, the Forests Department employ-
ees will be well and truly occupled in fire
control.

The Hon. N. McNeill: This is going to
be a very hot, dry summer.

The Hon. V. J. FERRY: Indeed it is. I
am perplexed at the thought that the Gov-
ernment should choose to again move in
connection with this measure when it is
crying poverly in many areas. I am sur-
prised that the Minister for Forests should
have allowed himself to be averruled in
this matter by the members of the Cabinet
—that is if he did put up a case—because
I am sure he knows that the present proh-
lems associated with the Forests Depart-
ment relate not only to the development,
maintenance, and expansion of the forests,
but also to the cost of thelr protection.

Accordlngly, as I have saild, I am per-
plexed that this sort of thing should have
heen allowed to take place in the Cabinet
room; that the declsion should have been
arrived at to proceed with daylight saving.
It just does not add up.

The Hon. R. H. C. Stubbs: You asked
two «questions that day about daylight
saving. What about the other one?

The Hon. V. 3. FERRY: The other ques-
tion I asked related to the Department of
Agriculture. I asked how the introduc-
tion of this measure would affect the
activities of the Department of Agriculture,
The answer I received was—

It is anticipated that the iniroduc-
tion of daylight saving will have little
¢ffect on departmental operations.
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Some additlonal overtime costs may
be incurred during harvest on some
research stations depending on
seasonal conditions.

I do not disagree with that.

I asked the question because the Depart-
ment of Agriculture is a very important
departtnent and I felt we should have
information along these lines. 1 may
add that I would have also welcomed in-
formation being made available to this
Chamber from all of the departments. As
members of Parliament I believe we are
entitled to be given as much information
as possible. For my own purpose it was
sufficient for me to seek information from
the two departments from which I did. I
feel the Government is duty bound to give
us further information.

I refer to my earlier remarks when I
attempted to castigate the Chief Secretary
for indicating that he had further infor-
mation to give us, and that he would give
us this informatiion when he summed up
the debate. I feel that the information
should have been given to the Chamber
during his second reading speech.

I now refer to the geographical situation
of Western Australia. I agree with my
colleague, Mr. Withers, who pointed out
the disadvantages that beset the particular
provinee he represents in the north of the
State.

It has been pointed out on page 12 of
the report of the commitiee of inquiry that
about 94 ner cent,. of the State's population
lives west of the 120° merldian and there-
fore enjoys daylight saving of up to 28
minutes all the year round.

1 do not dispute the statement, but 94
per cent, of the State’s population is a
pretty high percentage. If we are to intro-
duce daylight saving by advancing the
clocks one hour. surely we could have
almost 1} hours daylight saving. This is
too much to ask the population to ecarry.
1t is beyend reason, and there is no need
for it whatever.

The case for dayligh{ saving has not
been proven at all. Many approaches have
been made to me from the south-west of
the State—an area I have the privileze to
represent—to  oppose daylight saving,
which I now do. I have had approaches
from one organisation and from tiwo
individuals who have favoured daylight
saving. The people I represent are
strongly opposed to daylight saving, and
s0 am 1.

THE HON. J. HEITMAN (Upper West)
(5.05 pm.l: I do not think there is any
need for me to tell the House that I pro-
pose to oppose the Bill.

The Hon. R, Thompson: Why?

The Hon. J. HEITMAN: I will tell the
honocurable member as I proceed. When a
similar measure was infroduced last year
I gave my reasons for opposing the
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measure, but perhaps the reasons may
stand repetition. When I heard and read
the Chief Secretary's second reading speech
I felt there were a number of questions
which he could have answered at the time,
particularly after I had questioned him on
ohe or two matters. I daresay it was rather
rude of me to have done so during his
second reading speech, when the Chief
Secretary’s thoughts were exclusively con-
cerned with his speech, and not with ques-
tions he might have heen asked while
delivering it. Perhaps if I go through some
of these questions now the Chief Secretary
may be able to answer them when he re-
plies. During the course of his second read-
ing speech the Chief Secretary said—

I think the committee did a good job
in that it reported on the likely effects
of daylight saving on the Western Aus-~
tralian population. No recommenda-
tions were recorded and this appeared
to upset certain members, but it did
not upset the Government &s no
recommendations were required. The
Government did not seek recommen-
dations, because it felt that it was the
duty of Parliament to make up its own
mind about such a scheme on evidence
produced to it.

If Parliament did this there would have
been no move to bring back daylight
saving.

On the last occasion when the Chief
Secretary introduced a similar Bill he said
that he had received some 600 letters, the
majority of which were against daylight
saving. Surely that should have been suf-
ficient evidence to indicate the opposition
that existed to daylight saving,

The report the Leader of the Opposition
read out today shows clearly that the
letters received and the people who ten-
dered evidence to the committee were
definitely against daylight saving.

Here again Parliament made up its mind
on the last occasion and proved that the
majority of people did not want daylight
saving. We did not have it last year and I
have not met anyone who was really upset
because davlight saving was not intro-
duced.

Mr Ron Thompson said that Tasmania
had introduced daylight saving. I feel that
if Mr. Ron Thompson returned to Tas-
manin tomorrow he would find that day-
light saving is a very good thing in the
climate experienced by that State. I am
sure, however, that it would not he as good
a proposition in the climate we have here.
where we experience a great deal of sun-
shine. We do not want to save daylight
to give us any more sunshine than we
already have in the summer months,

On the last occasion on which I spoke
on a similar matter I think I proved that
the country people would be disadvantaged
to a great extent if daylight saving were
introduced. For example, CBH. would
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have to open an hour earller in the morn-
ing; most farmers would cart their wheat
in and would have to wait till there was
enough sunlight to prepare the e¢rop ready
for stripping; and where it was previously
possible for them to work late into the
evening they would not be sble to do so
because of the lack of storage.

Accordingly, by the introduction of his
legislation the Chief Secretary is putting
the farming community to a great deal of
expense. These expenses must be increased
if they are to cope with the situation. The
Chief Secretary said that CB.H. is pre-
pared to alter its hours to meet the needs
of the farming community. He also said
that school teachers in the country would
be told to work to altered hours.

The Hon. R. H. C. Stubbs: They will be
requested to do s0; we cannot tell them.

The Hon. J. HEITMAN: The Chief Sec-
retary definitely said the hours would be
altered.

The Hon. R. H. C. Stubbs: They are
being altered now in the State. Indeed this
is already in existence.

The Hon. R. F. Claughton: A number of
schools start and finish at different times.

The Hon. J. HEITMAN: It appears to
me that some sections of the community
wiltl have daylight saving while others will
not.

The Hon, R. H. C. Stubbs: It is a ques-
tion of an arrangement between the school
and the headmasier or the P. & C. associa-
tion, whoever makes the application.

The Hon. J. HEITMAN: It is as easy as
that?

The Hon. R. H. C. Stubbs: It is as easy
as that.

The Hon. J. HEITMAN: It is hot really
quite so easy, because if I wanted daylight
saving and Parliament decided we should
not have it, and I came to Parliament an
hour late and wanted to sit an hour late,
T would not be allowed to do so. But this
does not worry the Chief Secretary. The
unions must be considered and some of
them do not want daylight saving; but the
Chief Secretary has said, “If Parliament
passes this legislation we will have it.”

The Hon. J. Dolan: This would be the
first time you agreed with the unions.

The Hon. J. HEITMAN: I am not agree-
ing with the unions, though I do agree
with some of them; I am merely pointing
out the fallacy of the Chief Seeretary's
argument when he seeks to use unions in
a particular manner on one occasion while
using them in a different manner on an-
other occasion. If daylight saving comes
into being some members of the commu-
nity will be governed by it while others will
not. I will be one of those peoble who will
not, because I know the Chief Secretary
would not wait till I came along to Parlia-
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ment before he commenced the session. In
his speech the Chief Secretary goes on to
say—

If this Icgislation becomes law, Wes-
tern Australia will be able to conduct
its own trial—the first year, without
daylicht saving and then a year with
daylight saving.

Does anyone wish to praciise this? Bless
my heart and soul! We all know what it
is like to get up earlier than we should in
the morning and work an hour later at
night. I have made inquiries throughout
the State and wherever I have been the
_farming community has said daylight sav-
ing would affect them; that they would
have to get up an hour earlier and work
till sundown, and that if they wanted a
part for their machine they would prob-
ably find that the firm in question would
be closed.

_The Minister said that it would be pos-
sible to order a part for a machine at any
time, but of coutrse, the train will not wait
while one decides to place the order. At
present it is possible to zet an order in by
4 o'clock, but with daylight saving it would
he necessary to place the order by 3 o’clock.
So daylight saving weould affect the farm-
ers considerably. It may be possible to
ring through to the caretaker and tell him
that a part is wanted, but he would not
be able to obtain it until the next day, and
this would mean a day wasted, It would
he no good to the farming community at
all.

There is of course the other aspect that
must be considered, particularly as it c.io-
cerns the metropolitan area. I know of
many women with young families who op-
pose daylight saving. They do not want
it at any price, because they feel it will be
necessary for them to get the children ap
an hour earlier in the moming and, whon
they return from school, it will be heces-
sary for the parents to take time off to look
after the children for an hour longer; an
hour which, normally, the children would
spend at school.

This problem does not apply quite so
much in the country area where the child-
ren are able to play on the farm or join
in community activities. In the metro-
politan area, however, a boy would more
than likely get onto his bicycle on his
return from school an hour earlier than
normally and be cleaned up by a motorear.
If dayHeht saving were introduced younsg
mothers would have to put in an extra
hour looking after their young children;
and this apart from their normal chores
and duties around the house., I would
not like the Chief Secretary to have to put
in an extra hour during the day to lock
after a voung family.

I have been asked by many people in
country areas to oppose the Bill for vary-
ing reasons. As I said earlier, I have not
met anyone who has felt any adverse effect
as a result of our not having daylight
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saving. I have consulted the Stock Ex-
change in this matter and I have been told
that if daylight saving were not introduced
it would not be affected at all. It's em-
ployees would merely have to get up an
hour earlier, and those in the Eastern
States would get up two hours earlier. If
the people here got up earlier they would
be able to contact the people in the Eastern
States as soon as they arrived for work.
It did not worry the Stock Exchange.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: It worried the
staff.

The Hon, J. HEITMAN: Why should
everyone have {o get up an hour earlier
just because a few people want to get in
touch with the Eastern States? Thoese few
should be prepared to gei up earlier and
not inconvenience the others. We should
consider the impact on all the people, and
not on only the few.

I have not heard one argument in favour
of daylight saving. On the last occasion
when a similar Bill was introduced Mr.
Ferry mentioned the official short-term
money market. We were told that millions
of dollars was handled over the weekend
on the short-term meney market. There
is an official and also an unofficial short-
term money market. Both those bhodies
have indicated that they would lose tre-
mendous amaunts ¢f money in not being
able to get in touch with the Eastern
States at the required time,

After the introduction of daylight sav-
ing in the Fastern States I asked some
of the members of both the bodies what
amounts of money they had lost. They
told me it was difficult to determine the
amounts; in fact, they did not know. I
thought that if anything hurt one's pocket
oneg would be quite prepared to get up an
hour earlier to obviate the loss.

The Hon. A. P, Griffith: If some move
hurts one’s pocket, one would know to what
extent.

The Hon. J. HEITMAN: Some of these
people told me they would experience
trouble in getting in touch with the East-
ern States. I asked them what was the
most difficult time to phone the Eastern
States, and was told it was around 11.00
am. I asked one of the persons eoncerned
to make two calls—one at 11.00 a.m. and
cne at 11.05 a.m.—to the Eastern States.
On each occasion he got through within
two minutes; yet it takes me longer than
that to ring my farm which is located in
this State.

The volume of communication was not
so great that this person could not get
through to the Eastern Stafes during what
was claimed to be the busiest time of the
day. I submit that if people got up two
hours earlier in the morning they would
have no difficulty in getting through,

The Hon, A, F. Griffith: It takes longer
than that sometimes to get through to the
Minister!

(132
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The Hon. J, HEITMAN: I could raise
a number of points to indicate how day-
light saving will affect the people adver-
sely., The committee of which I was a
member interviewed the wool brokers to
find out the effect of daylight saving on
their operations. We were told by them
that it would make a tremendous dif-
ference; and that if they did not sell all
the wool at a sale they would have to get
in touch with the Eastern States to place
the unsold wool. I do not know that any
farmer will helieve that.

The Hon. J. Dolan; What did they say
when you challenged them?

The Hon. J. HEITMAN: They bhecame
rather heated, and told me if I did not
stop asking stupid questions they would
not continue the discussion. I suppose if
we asked for their views today they would
say the fact that they got up earlier
caused the price of wool to rise!

On every occasion last year wherever
I had the opportunity I attempted to find
out the effect of the non-introduction of
daylight saving on the people, particularly
those who were maost keen for its adoption.
The only group which was keen on its
adoption comprised the young people who
participated in sport, These young people
would prefer to commence work at 8.00
a.m., and knock off an hour earlier in the
afterncon so that they could engage in
sport,

In meany country areas there are no
swimming vools; also, if the young people
want to play cricket they have to use a
gravel oval. If they knock off an hour
earlier in the afterncon in many cases
they will be playing cricket when the
temperature is around 110 degrees. I say
that if there is an air-conditioned ¢lub in
a country town that is where the young
people will be found.

Unless all the amenities for sport are
provided by the State or the local autho-
rity, the younhg people will not be so keen
on daylight saving to enable them to par-
ticipate in sport. I have always been a
keen follower of sport, and I like to see
people take part in recreation after they
finish work, I think that is good for their
health. If we have healthy people we
have a healthy State; but I do not think
daylight saving has anything to do with
creating a healthy people. Without day-
light saving the people can still engage In
recreation and sport after they finish
work.

Quite a lot has been said about the
effect of daylight saving on the drive-in
theatres. I have a great deal of sympathy
for the operators or proprietors. Where
the operators do not own the theatres
themselves they have to pay high rentals.
If they cannot operate the theatres and
have good attendances night after night
they cannot make much money. If, with
the introduction of daylight saving, the
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drive-in theatres cannot commence
screening before 8.30 p.m. it will be 12.00
midnight before the picture show finishes.
Parents who have to rise early to get
their children f¢ school will not be in-
clined to go to the drive-in theatres so
often,

When the Minister considered the im-
pact on the drive-in theatres he glossed
over the opposition from this gquarter
fairly quickly. He did not seem to be
concerned with the interests of the drive-
in theaires. He said they should be pre-
pared to try out this experiment. How-
ever, I would point out to the Minister
that when one is In the oben alr one
cannot pul! down a window blind to shut
out the light; and drive-in theatres have
to wait until it is dark before they com-
mence screening.

The motion picture Industry has put up
a very good case. One honourable member
asked whether the ease was authentic. It is
obvious that i{f they cannot commence
sereening until it is dark, and they do not
finish until 12.00 midnight, the people will
not be inclined to go to drive-in theatres
as often.

With the adoption of daylight saving
the people in the country will have to
work an extra hour each day. They will
get up at sunrise and knock off at sunset.
If they want to attend a drive-in theatre
they will have to wait until about 8.30 p.m.,
and they would not come out of the theatre
until 12.00 midnight. Consequently they
will not get much sleep that night.

For the sake of such people we should
inquire into any losses that have arisen
through the nonintroduction of daylight
saving last vear. How many people have
approached the Minister and said they
sustained financial losses?

We should take into account the views
of the people of Queensland. The Mini-
ter has spoken to the Minister in Queens-
land; and Mr. Logan and I spoke to about
10 members of the Queensland Parliament
last year when we were over there playing
bowls. Not one of them indicated to us
that he would vote in favour of daylight
saving. They said they had enough sunlight
in Queensland without having to introduce
daylight saving.

The Hon. R. H. C. Stubbs: In Queens-
land the Country Party is opposed to dav-
light saving but the Liberal Party is in
favour of it.

The Hon. J. HEITMAN: That may be so,
but I do not know to which Minister in
Queensiand the Minister has spoken.

The Hon. R. H. C. Stubbs: To the
Premier.

The Hon. J. HEITMAN: Both Mr, Logan
and I spoke to members of the Liberal
Party, of the Country Party, and even those
of the Labor Party. They said they did not
think they would vote for daylight saving
again.
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The Hon. A. F. Griffith: What did
the Labor members in Queensland do In
the House?

The Hon. J. HEITMAN: I do not think
the Bill was introduced in Queensland this
year. The people there did not want day-
light saving, and they seemed to be of the
sarrlte view as the people of Western Aus-
tralia.

The Hon. D, K. Dans: At least in
Queensland the opinion of the people was
obtained before it was discontinued.

The Hon., J, HEITMAN: Does the hon-
ourable member want any more opinions
than the result of a Gallup poll which was
conducted, and which showed 75 per cent.
of those interviewed were against daylight
saving?

The Hon. L. A. Logan: The Leader of the
Country Party suggested a poll, hut the
Premier was not agreeable.

The Hon. J. HEITMAN: I am aware
that daylight saving has been introduced
in Western Australia previously., Mr, Wil-
liams had 30 years experience of day-
lizht saving before he came to Australia.
I wonder whether he liked being awakened
an hour earlier to have his bottle! He had
32 years of experience with daylight sav-
ing and did not like it; yet he is still pre-
pared to go along with the idea on this
occasion because he thinks his electors are
in favour of it.

‘The Hon. R. H. C. Stubbs: He is a very
wise man.

The Hon. J. HEITMAN: That is the
Minister's opinjon, but I cannot take any
notice of ii, because two years ago the
Minister told me that personally he was
not in favour of daylight saving.

The Hon. R. H, . Stubbs: I cannot
remember that.

The Hon, J. HEITMAN: The Minister is
like Mr. Williams in this respect; his
memory lapses when it is convenient.

The Hon. A. . Griffith: Did the Minis-
ter say that twe years ago?

The Hon. J. HEITMAN: Two yeals ago
the Minister told me that personally he did
not favour daylight saving. I do not blame
Myr. Williams for holding the views which
he has expressed, because he represents
largely a young population and these are
the people who favour daylight saving.
Despite the fact that his own experience
has indicated that daylight saving is not
of benefit to the ecommunity, Mr. Wil-
liams is prepared to go alonhg with the
views of the people he represents; but that
is exactly what I am doing.

Personally I do not desire to rise an
hour earlier in the morning. I like to get
up at about 6.00 a.m., read the newspaper
until ahout 7.00 am., have my breakfast,
and come here to start the day's work.
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The Hon. R. Thompson: I do not won-
der that we have a generation gap. 1t is
the generation gap from which you are
suffering.

The Hon. J. HEI'TMAN: The honourable
member is getting mixed up with the Gen-
eration group which was mentioned in the
debate on a Bill yesterday. I have no in-
tention of voting for the second reading of
the Bill. beeause I think it is wrong to
wuice daylight saving on people who do not
want it. If the proposal hefore us referred
fo the holding of a referendum to decide
whether or not the people wanted daylight
saving T would go along with it; but I
cannot accept the Minister’'s statement
that daylight saving is suitable to Western
Australia just because the other States
have adopted it. I agree with the com-
ment of Mr. Medcalf when he said there
was a time gap between the States. I have
not heard any member complain about
the existing two-hour difference between
the times, or of any proposal to come to
some agreement with the Eastern States
for them to put back their clocks an hour
and forr Western Australia to put forward
its time by one hour.

The Hon, A. F, Griffith: That was what
the Government committee was supposed
to inquire into.

The Hon. J. HEITMAN: I do not know
why the Minister did not appoint me as a
member of that committee. I definitely
cannot support the Bill,

THE HON. R. F. CLAUGHTON (North
Matropolitan) 1529 pm.): I support the
Bill.

The Hon. J. Heitman: That surprises me.

The Hon. R. P, CLAUGHTON: It does
nat surprise the people of my electorate.

The Hon. A. P. Griffith: You should not
be too sure of that.

The PRESIDENT: Order! Will the hon-
ourable member continue with his speech
and address the Chair?

The Hon. R. F, CLAUGHTON: I am
surprised that although Mr. Griffith and
I represent the same province, in many
instances we go in different directions.

The Hon. J. Heitman: I think the people
in your electorate made a mistake, I am
sure they will rectify it at the next election.

The Hon. R. F. CLAUGHTON: They did
make a mistake in one case.

The Hon. A. P. Griffith: You should not
embarrass yourself like that!

The Hon. R. F. CLAUGHTON: Mr.
Griffith in his contribution to the debate
used a tactic which is not unusual for him,
He took one statement from the report of
the Government committee, and this dealt
with the conclusions arrived at in regard to
the effect of daylight saving on health.

The honourable member could have
equally used a number of the other
opinions expressed or conclusions arrived
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at by the committee. However, for the rea-
sons stated he used this one conclusion
to support his argument against the Bill
which is now before us. When the com-
mittee considered the matter of health,
as it did, the conclusions reached would
naturally be related to health. When the
committee refers to commerce and in-
dustry, naturally the conclusions in the
report will also refer to these matters.

It was clearly indicated that the majority
of manufacturers were in favour of the
introduction of daylight saving. They did
not want the two-hour differential in-
creased as a vesult of the other States
adopting daylight saving. That conclusion
could be read to mean that they were in
favour of daylight saving.

Myr. Griffith also mentioned the number
of submissions and at that point I inter-
jected because I had read in the report
what the committee had had to say in
relation to those submissions. A total of
33 organisations were against daylight
saving, and it is interesting to record that
included in that total were eight submis-
sions from the Farmers’ Union branches,
ecight from country women's associations,
seven from local governing associations,
and five were ifrom counfry parents and
citizens’ associations. On the other hand,
30 organisations were in favour of daylight
saving and that number included the
Chamber of Manufactures as a single
unit. In other words, the individual orga-
nisations within the Chamber of Manu-
factures did not submit individual sub-
missions. The chamber conducted a poll
among its members and 95 were in favour,
21 were against, and 10 had no opinion
cither way.

Naturally, if one seeks support for a
point of view one will contact individuals
who are sympathetic. However, if one does
not go out and seek those points of view
one does not get them. If is as simple as
that. The Farmers' Union sent out a ques-
tionnaire soliciting opinions.

The Hon. F. R. White: Did the trade
unions express an opinion?

The Hon. R. F. CLAUGHTON: With
regard to the T.L.C., it could be said that
if that body is regarded as being in support
of the Government the Government would
not have introduced this legislation. That
is the point: This is not something which
is promoted by the Labor Party; it is Gov-
ernment legislation.

The Government felt, in the interests
of the State as a whole—not of a particu-
lar section—that it was up to Parliament
to decide the issue, If we are to take notice
of a sectional feature of the report we
would then have to also take notice of
other sectional parts of the report. The
report states that in the cities of the
Eastern States the bulk of the population
is in favour of daylight saving. Those
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against—and who form the minority—
reside in the country districts, On that
basis, it cculd e said that daylieht saving
should be introduced.

I have made casual inquiries within my
own electorate; I have not gone out par-
ticularly to seek points of view., Daylight
saving has come up during discussions I
have had, and a variety of opinions have
been expresscd to me. Por instance, one
person said he did not particularly want
daylight saving because it would interfere
with his morning run along the beach.
From his point of view that was a valid
objection.

On the other hand, this week I spoke
with two ladies with young families—a
number of children in each family—who
were most anxious that the legislation
should pass this Chamber. They are
looking forward to enjoying the benefits
of daylight saving. Those ladles see day-
light saving as an advantage to their
families because the fathers will be home
earlier and will be able to share in the
family cirele. The general opinion of
familles within my electorate is that
they are looking forward to daylight sav-
ing.

Among other persons to whom I have
spoken are painting contractors who
claim it will not make any difference at
gll. They do not work by the clock; they
work during the hest part of the day to
suit themselves. They then knock off for
the afternoon. Those people would be able
to share more of the day with their
families. If the children arrive home
earlier they would have a better oppor-
tunity to share in family activities.

Another porson to whom I have spoken
conducts a considerable interstate business.
I asked him if he could not start work a
little earlier and so not disturb the rest of
the population. I thought that was a
reasonable request. Members who oppose
this Bill have also raised this question:
Could not just that section eommence work
earlier?

The Hon. J. Heitman:
employed man?

The Hon. R. F. CLAUGHTON: No, Tam
talking of an executive of a company which
conducts a lot of business in the Eastern
States. He said that the business could
not start earlier because the people employ-
ed by the firm also conducted business with
other firms in this State and there was
little point in their starting earlier if other
firms were not open.

The previous experience of the firm was
that by the time the office was organised
and ready to make contact with the East-
ern States it was getting close to lunch
time in the Eastern States. It is not un-
reasonable to assume that they would take
time off for lunch. However, that lunch
break would probably be followed by the
lunch break of the firm in Western Aus-

Is he a self-
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tralia and, as & result, it would then be too
late to get in touch with the firms in the
Eastern States. The executive to whom I
spoke felt that not having daylight saving
was a real disadvantage when conducting
business with the Eastern States, and he
felt the firm had lost business because this
State did not join in.

In relation to that aspect we could, per-
haps, accept the estimates of loss of husi-
ness given by M. Ferry but at about that
time during last summer we were exper-
iencing a recession because of several rea-
sons, The daylight saving element was
only ane such reason. Other factors were
involved and it would be pretty difficult
for any firm to claim that its loss of busi-
ness was due to the diflerence in times
between the States. I do not think that
business firms would be able to separate
the effect of the downturn in the economy
from the effect of daylight saving.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: If an organis-
ation loses money with the introduction of
daylight saving, do you not think it is
reasonable to assume that this was at least
one of the causes?

The Hon. R. F. CLAUGHTON: Yes, I
would agree that is reasonable. However,
how do we differentiate that factor from
the other factor of a downturn in econ-
omic conditions? This latter affects the
amount of money people have to spare.
Marginal money is what is important to
the the entertainment business,

The Hon. Clive Grifiths: I will tell you
on Tuesday.

The Hon. R. F. CLAUGHTON: A house-
holder cannot avoid paying for his milk,
electricity, and transport costs. Money
spent on entertainment is marginal and
this could make a difference to the cinema
industry.

The Hon A P. Griffith: As I understand
this, there was no daylight saving in West-
ern Australia and no downturn in motion
picture attendances.

The Hon. R. F. CLAUGHTON: The
Leader of the Opposition has the figures to
show that?

The Hon. A. P. Griffith: I say, “take the
situation.” You do not want to listen to
anyhbody.

The Hon. R. P. CLAUGHTON: All right,
let us take the situation.

The Hon. A, F. Griffith: You do not want
to listen.

The Hon. Clive Griffiths: I will be
speaking on Tuesday and I will tell Mr.
Claughton then.

The Hon. R. F. CLAUGHTON: Well all
right. One other point related to daylight
saving is that of family life. I personally
do not think the introduction of daylight
saving will make a great deal of difference
to my life.

The Hon. J, Heitman:
not.

Of course it will
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The Hon. R. F. CLAUGHTON: In our
work, the hours of starting and of finishing
are of no significance at all. We cannot
accept that as an arguments. No-one could
say, 1 particularly want daylight saving
and will introduce it myself” because every-
thing is geared to what all the other people
are doing. In faect, I think it would be sen-
sible in the summertime in our State to
have an eight-hour working day, say, from
6.00 a.m. to 2.00 p.m., and the rest of the
day free. There is alse the siesta period
which some countries adopt. In those
countries they work from, say, 6.00 a.m. to
noon, have a four-hour break, and come
bhack later.

The Heon. J. Heitman:
fashion trend?

The Hon. R. F. CLAUGHTON: No.
We do not do this, because it is not the
accepted pattern. If there is to he a
change, there must be a change on the part
of evervhody.

You think it is a

It is possible for schools to vary starting
times, because a school is a community
within itself. Many schools around the
city have varied their starting times to
fit in with the availability of buses. One
school may start at 8.50 a.m. and another
at 9.10 am. This flexibility exists with
schools and, in fact, some schools in the
country start at earlier times to suit the
interests of those in the district. There is
nothing to prevent their doing that. They
can still continue to do this if daylight

saving is infroduced. I support the Dill.

THE HON. C. R. ABBEY (West) [5.44
p.m.1: The case put forward by the Min-
ister and the arguments presented today do
not, in my view, change the situation one
iota. The majority of members in this
House voted against a similar Bill intro-
duced last year and they did this because
of the evidence they had been able to
gather, because of their own opinions on
the subject, and because of the very con-
siderable disadvantages which would bhe
caused to the people they represent by the
introduction of daylight saving. I was one
of those who voted against that measure,
and I certainly do not agree with the Bill
which is under discussion today.

I would like to cover a point which Mr.
Claughton raised a moment ago. He stated
that schools in the metropolitan area stag-
ger their starting times from 8.50 a.m.
to 9.10 a.m. This is a fairly reasonable
time differential and one the staff can
accept. However, I very much doubt—in
fact, I express the opinon—that the staffs
of schools in general would not like to
change and become out of step with the
rest of the community. This is what hap-
pens when a small section of the commun-
ity changes something to suit its own cir-
cumstances. If daylight saving were to be
introduced the schools would find that they
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were totally out of step with the rest of
the community. In my opinion, the state-
ment made is a lie.

The Hon. S. T. J. Thompson: We sug-
gested half an hour last year and the
teachers knocked us back.

The Hon. C. R. ABBEY: Obviously, the
teaching stafl generally would not accept
the proposition. 1 suppose we could not
blame them because, as I said before, they
would be out of step with the rest of the
community. This also applies to drive-in
theatres.

I do not want to delay the House for
very long but I want to make it perfectly
clear that there is not sufficient evidence
to sway me on this subject. Generally, the
expressions of opinion I have received are
against daylight saving. I well understand
that this question affects a small portion
of the community and one which wields a
great deal of power in the financial world.
The point has been made by other members
that those concerned can adjust their times
of work to suit the situation. As has been
pointed ocut by Mr. Heitman, it is quite
evident that there is no real evidence to
indicate that they were disadvantaged last
year,

Like other members, I believe that a
small section of the community can change
its working habits and achieve a satisfac-
tory state in its actual community work.

When 1 spoke to the debate last year I
said that I had not. at that stage, been
approached by any section of the commun-
ity which supported the measure. Subse-
guently I received a telephone call from a
person in the financial worid. Almost the
first statement he made was that, if T con-
tinued to take this attitude and vote
against the legislation, he would not fin-
ancially support the party which I repre-
sent. That was a fine statement to make
to me! My first reaction was to slam down
the phone and not listen further. How-
ever, I kept my temper and listened to
what he had to say. I made it perfectly
clear to him that his threat of not giving
financial support to the party I represent
would not sway me in any way. In any
event, he probably did not support the
party I represent. Many people imagine
they can wield those big sticks. They are
very wrong in my case and I think in the
case of all members of Parliament.

I have made my position clear. I do not
intend to support the Bill. I will not vote
for this measure and I will not vote for any
similar measure which may be introduced
on a future occasion. The position is per-
fectly clear as far as I am concerned, I
think the introduction of daylight saving
would not do anything for the State or
for the peopie in it. The measure is not
worthy of support.

Debate adjourned, on motion by The
Hon. Clive Griffiths.
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INHERITANCE (FAMILY AND (2) State Housing built in Lake Grace
DEPENDANTS PROVISION) BILL is:—

Assembly’s Message State Housing Commission—

Message from the Assembly received and Rel}tal Dwellings . - 2;
read notifying that it had agreed to the Purchase Dwellings -
amendments made by the Council, Other State Departments for

Essential Officers .. .4

QUESTION WITHOUT NOTICE plus under construction ... 1
HEPATITIS Government Employees

Incidence in Karrathe Housing Authority .. .. 4

The Hon. W. R. WITHERS, to The
Leader of the House:

How many persons with identified
hepatitls in Karratha resided at—
(a) the caravan park;

(h) the light industrial area; and
(¢) homes within the town?

The Hon, W. P, WILLESEE replied:
(a) 7

(b} and (¢)—
4 Gregory Way, Karratha.
7 Other addresses in Kar-
ratha.
2 Post Office Box addresses.

1 No address other than just
Karratha.

QUESTIONS (4): ON NOTICE
HOUSING
Lake Grace

The Hon. R. J. L. Williams for the
Hen. D. J, WORDSWORTH, to the
Leader of the House:

(1} Has the Lake Grace Council re-
quested further State Housing te
be built in Lake Grace?

(2) How many State homes have been
bujlt in the town?

(3) (a) How many of these were
vacant during the recent
agricultural recession; and

(b) for how long?

(40 How does this compare with other
towns in the area?

(5) (a) How many applicants are on
the waiting list for houses in
this town; and

(b) have these applications been
checked to see if they are still
valid?

(6} (a) Was it intended to build three
additional houses before a
land exchange was requested
by the Shire; and

(h) are suitable blocks available
today?

The Hon. W. F. WILLESEE replied:
{1) Yes.

TOTAL: 37

(3) (a) Vacancies during 1870-1971

were 2;
Vacancies during 1971-1972
were 7.

(b) Vacancies during 1971-1972
totalled 75 weeks ie. 105
weeks per dwelling.

(4) Not as acute.

(5) (a) 5.

(b) Yes. Four were lodged in
September, 1972, Of these
applicants one will be housed
in a vacant house now under
maintenance.

(6) The Commission does not intend
to build additional houses in this
financial year.

(a) Yes but all Building Pro-
grammes are subject to regu-
lar review to ensure need for
additional housing is evident.
Programme intentions for
1970-71 and 1971-72 were de-
ferred because of both land
exchange proposals and the
rural situation.

(b) Two lots will be available in
near future as a result of the
land exchange. The third will
be available as a consequence
of road closure now bheing
arranged through the Lands
and Surveys Department.

2, RURAL RECONSTRUCTION SCHEME

Pastoralists: Applications

The Hon. I, G. Medcalf for the Hon.
G. W. BERRY, to the Leader of the
House:

(1) How many pastoralisis in the wool
sectlon of the industry have ap-
plied for assistance under the
Rural Reconstruction Scheme?

(2} How many—
(a) have been approved;
(b) have to be processed;
(¢) have been refused?
The Hon, W. F. WILLESEE replied:
(1) 41.
(2) (a) 10;
) 2;
(¢c) 29,
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MEDICAL SERVICES
Ravensthorpe

The Hon. R. J. L. Williams for the
Hon, D, J. WORDSWORTH, to the
Leader of the House:

(1) Is the Mlnister for Health aware
that from the 1st October, 1972,
the Goldflelds Medical FPund will
no longer pay ancillary beneflt
services for outpatient consulta-
tions at the Ravensthorpe District
Hospital?

(2) As the Flying Doctor is available
for consultation on only one day
a fortnight, and the nearest
resident doctor lives 120 miles
away, what is the Government
intending to do to ensure the
people of this isolated shire are
not forced to pay still greater costs
for medical services?

The Hon. W. F. WILLESEE replied:

(1) Yes. I am advised that the Gold-
fields Medical Fund is one of only
two small Funds in Western Aus-
tralia which have paid these an-
cillary benefits and that these have
contributed $o higher contribution
rates.

(2) This is a Commonwealth matter.
The States have heen pressing the
Commonwealth, without success,
for many years to include out-
patient treatment in the National
Health Scheme, It is understood
that this matter is still under re-
view.

I am aware that the Ravensthorpe
Hospital Board has written to the
Federal Minister for Health in
relation to this matter,

DROUGHT RELIEP
Government Policy

The Hon. I. G. Medcalf for the Hon.
G. W. BERRY, to the Leader of the
House:

Has any policy been formulated
by the Government, or does any
exist, to deal with drought prob-
lems if and when they occur in
the State?

The Hon. W. F. WILLESEE replied:

The Drought Finance Committee
set up in 1969 is responsible for
advising the Government on action
to be taken to deal with drought
problems as they occur.

House adjourned at 554 p.m.

e —————
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Legislative Assembly

Thursday, the 12th Ccetober, 1972

The SPEAKER (Mr. Norton) took the
Chair at 11.00 a.m., and read prayers.

COMPANIES ACT AMENDMENT
BILL (No. 2)

Report
Report of Committee adopted.

ACTS AMENDMENT (ROMAN
CATHOLIC CHURCH LANDS) BILL

Second Reading

MR. T, D. EVANS (Kalgoorlie—At{orney-
General) [11.03 am.]l: I move—
That the Bill be now read a sec-
ond time.
The Bill which is being introduced at the
request of the Roman Catholic Church
deals with matters relating to property
of the church of all kinds within the
Archdiocese of Perth, and the powers of
His Grace the Archbishop in relation
thereto.

The amendments which are sought re-
late to—

(1) Change of name of the corpora-
tion sole from “Roman Catholic
Bishop of Perth” to “Roman
Catholic Archbishop of Perih”;

(2) gimplifieation of the method of
fixing the corporation seal;

(3} provision to the effect that when
there are any alterations between
the Archdiocese or any other dio-
cese, the Registrar of Titles or
Registrar of Deeds can record the
change of ownership on an appli-
cation supported by a statutory
declaration;

(4) provide for appointment of Vicar
Capitular to act after the death
of an Archbishop; and

(5) enlargement of the powers of
the corporation relating to all
kinds of property.

It is necessary to mention in regard to
item 5 the powers can be exercised only
in relation to property acquired by the
church itself free of any trust.

As a matter of public policy the State
could not give to the church unlimited
rights of dealing with property given by
the Crown on an express or implied trust
for church purposes. Clause 14 (4) re-
quires the prior approval of the Gover-
nor in respect of transactions affecting
such lands. The Bill has heen perused
by the solicitors acting for the Archbish-
op and js satisfactory to them.

Members will be aware it has been the

practice for Governments to introduce
legislation of this type on behsalf of the



